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About RRING 
The overall project aim is to bring Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) into the linked up global 
world to promote mutual learning and collaboration in RRI. This will be achieved by the formation of 
the global RRING community network and by the development and mobilization of a global Open 
Access RRI knowledge base. RRING will align RRI to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a 
global common denominator. 
The RRING project acknowledges that each region of the world is advancing its own agenda on RRI. 
Therefore, RRING will not be producing a Global RRI framework or strategy that is meant to be 
enforced in a top-down manner. Rather, increased coherence and convergence will be achieved via a 
bottom-up approach, learning from best practices in RRI globally and from linkages, via the new RRING 
community, to develop the RRI linked-up world. 
 
Six Objectives of RRING 
 
Objective 1: Promote a linked up global world of RRI by creating the global RRING community network, 
thereby enabling mutual learning, collaboration, mobilization of RRI concepts. 
Objective 2: Mobilize, promote and disseminate a global open access knowledge base of RRI based on 
the State of the Art (SoA) and comparative analysis across the key geographies, all stakeholders and 
sectors. It will cover key platforms, spaces and players, role and influence of stakeholders, drivers and 
policies for R&I, regulation in public, private sectors and nation states and international organizations. 
Objective 3: Align RRI to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to provide a global common 
denominator for advancement of RRI and address Grand Challenges globally. 
Objective 4: Determine the competitive advantages of RRI and also understand how and where RRI is 
perceived as a barrier and/ or disadvantage. 
Objective 5: Create high level RRI strategy recommendations for the seven geographic zones, trial RRI 
best practice learning in 2 EU case studies. 
Objective 6: Promote inclusive engagement of civil society and researchers. 
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Executive Summary 
 

This plan outlines the communication and dissemination strategy of RRING (Responsible Research and 
Innovation Networking Globally). It introduces the aims and target groups of RRING and lays out the 
tasks which were distributed among project partners to maximise our outreach and impact.  

The project involves and aims to reach out to a very broad range of stakeholders, represented by 
academics, policy, industry and communications practitioners. It is therefore important that the 
project’s communication strategy provides clarity on how to communicate, disseminate and exploit 
the project objectives and outputs to all members of the consortium and external stakeholders, in 
order to achieve positive and long-lasting results. Through strategic communication, the project aims 
to make better use of its results, including by sharing them with e.g. decision-makers to influence 
policy-making. 

The project has now completed its first period. We established a social media presence (website, 
Twitter) to promote the project and compiled a secure database of contacts to get in touch with 
stakeholders. In addition, conferences have been attended to meet stakeholders personally, to inform 
them about the project and with the aim of attracting people to our network. We have also evaluated 
the success of activities conducted to date, using this as a basis for our plans for the rest of period 2. 

In period 2 a period of intense work is expected in relation to communication and, more particularly, 
dissemination of the project results, since 2020 will also yield the first results from the project’s work 
packages 3-7. For example, in the coming months public forums, school visits, and glocal workshops 
wil be organized. Journal articles will also be prepared and further conferences attended.   

This document provides an updated communication and dissemination plan for the rest of this second 
period of the project. It aims to ensure maximum outreach and impact and seek to guarantee a future 
for the RRING network beyond the project duration. 
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1. Introduction to communication and dissemination in 
RRING 

RRING (Responsible Research and Innovation Networking Globally) seeks to bring Responsible 
Research and Innovation (RRI) into the linked-up global world to promote mutual learning and 
collaboration in RRI. The project consists of eight work packages (WPs), each of which has specific 
objectives. Communication and dissemination tasks are addressed by WP2 in RRING. The objectives 
of WP2 are to: 

 To effectively disseminate and transfer the outputs and results of RRING to its key 
stakeholders. 

 2. To effectively communicate and transfer the outputs and results of RRING to the wider 
public entities 

 and audience, business and investment communities. 
 3. To mobilise and promote the RRING knowledge base, to facilitate mutual learning and 

collaboration 
 4. To inclusively engage with civil society on all aspects of the RRING project 
 5. To evaluate the impact of WP2 activities and correct the deviations identified. 

Dissemination and communication will be aligned to the project’s bottom-up approach, accounting 
for openness to learn from other dimensions of RRI and focusing on global collaboration, while 
acknowledging any geographic, regional, cultural, and economic variations. It relies on consortium 
members in different parts of the world to meet the challenges of scaling effective communication on 
a global level. It follows a continuous learning process that reflects the project’s ambition to gain 
understanding of R&I stakeholders, whose individual and diverse perceptions deserve priority.  

WP 2 is especially focused on ensuring that the work undertaken throughout this project is brought 
to the attention of, and where possible actively involves, as many relevant stakeholders as possible. 
In this regard it aims to: 

1. To build relationships with key stakeholders. 
o To obtain the necessary feedback to focus the needs of RRING.  
o To foster collaboration with relevant stakeholders to share resources, achieve 

synergies and exchange information and knowledge. 
o Attract membership for the RRING community. 
o Promote agreements with commercial partners and investors to identify ways in 

which the RRING community can be sustained post-project. 
 

2. To raise international awareness about the project and its objectives, its results and outputs, 
its benefits, use and applicability. Key messages will be tailored to the target audiences, and 
particularly the relevant stakeholders and market segments. 
  

3. Make better use of the results, by gaining the support of decision makers to ensure a follow-
up of the results. 
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1.1 Project outputs in relation to dissemination and communication 
 

The key purpose of RRING WP 2 is to support the overall project objectives in the context of best 
practice communications. The RRING community will be the most important feature of RRING that 
will need to be communicated to stakeholders. This will be achieved by: 1) Promotion of membership 
to the RRING community, so that the community continues to grow and become increasingly self-
sustainable. Membership will include all stakeholders: Research Performing Organisations (RPOs), 
Research Funding Organisations (RFOs), Non-governmental Organisations (NGOs) representative 
associations, policy etc. 2) Awareness of the community and the community’s activities: The 
communication routes outlined in this plan will be used to promote the RRING community externally, 
as well as other outputs such as the results of the mini-case studies. 

Other major project outputs which need to be communicated include: the knowledge database, State 
of Art of RRI in different geographical regions, findings from the Glocal workshops, report on 
leveraging the competitive advantages of RRI, policy briefs on RRI alignment with the Sustainable 
Development Responsible Research and Innovation) indicators, high level strategies on how to 
advance RRI & SDGs, recommendations for MORRI indicator improvement, and SoA of RRI networks 
as illustrated in Figure 1. 
 
 

 

Figure 1. WP 2 activities for/in conjunction with the other WPs.  
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1.2 RRING Mission and Vision Statement to be communicated 
 

Mission 

We are striving to learn from, share and connect outstanding research practices all over the world to 
improve the quality and impact of scientific research on a global level.  

Vision 

We want to reach across European borders, so that one day everyone in the world will be and can be 
part of decision-making processes in science. We want to transform the scientific environment to one 
in which decisions are made from the bottom-up, involving everyone who is affected by or can be 
expected to have an effect on research and innovation will participate from the very first moment 
onwards. Research and innovation ideas and visions come from everywhere. When we connect the 
potential of the whole world, we can address the biggest challenges of this century. 

 

1.3 Communication challenges 
 

(1) RRI concept not well-known and too “European”, additionally RRI is very complex, dynamic, and 
multifaceted. 

(1.1) RRI lacks a consensual definition, governance, policy and practice. 

(1.2) RRI may be perceived as a hurdle, encumbrance or obstacle to innovate research; difference in 
perceptions on RRI between RRING stakeholders. 

(2) Many stakeholders and stakeholder groups involved in RRI. 

(3) Global focus of the project; which also adds up to the previous issue: neither can a common basic 
knowledge of stakeholder groups be expected, nor can stakeholder groups expect one another to 
have a certain level of basic knowledge in this field.  

(3.1) Challenges faced by each geography differ, combined with cultural and other issues. 

(3.2) RRI may be perceived to be more fitting to some geographical areas than to others, e.g. 
developed vs undeveloped countries. 

(4) Unfamiliarity with the term RRI, and related terminology used by RRI experts. RRI not clearly 
defined. 

(5) Overload of information from diverse sources (e.g. other RRI projects), but still assuming that they 
are not easily accessible for everyone, mainly due to a lack of awareness that such information exist 
in general.  

(6) RRING is very broad, abstract and mainly theoretical (until there is the network). 
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1.4 Communication strategies 
 

(1) Share responsibilities within RRING consortium, benefiting from its geographical diversity, 
combining first-hand knowledge and experience on cultural and demographic variations, and fostering 
useful relationships on local and global levels. (Objective 1, 2, 3, 4) 

Tactics: 

Short-term: Distribute tasks and decide on specific responsibilities for each consortium member. 

On-going: RRING outputs and results are disseminated in a fully transparent manner through online, 
broadcast and print media. Press releases are translated into different languages, if necessary. 

 

(2) Share knowledge and experiences of communication performances in intermediate meetings to 
adapt, complement, and amend strategies, tactics and messages (shared and stakeholder-specific) in 
a creative workshop environment. Include direct and indirect feedback from R&I stakeholders on past 
communication activities and tools. (Objective 5) 

Tactics: 

Short-term: Schedule meetings, as video conference calls, with all consortium members who have 
hosted a public forum or school visit, or were involved in the design of a communication tool. Decide 
upon the possibility to reflect on communication performances during the RRING annual meeting. 

On-going: Generate input for future communication activities and tools, as e.g. topics that appear 
relevant to be addressed in the upcoming newsletter, and translate outputs into new ideas for public 
forums, school visits or glocal workshops. 

Long-term: Collect outcomes and outputs from the intermediate meetings for the final 
communications report (WP2 T2.5). 

 

(3) Use alternative terminology, and avoiding jargon is crucial for all outgoing communications to cope 
with the aim of fostering mutual learning and collaboration. Any possible language barriers that hinder 
understanding R&I stakeholders, and interfere with their understanding of RRING, are eliminated as 
much as possible. (Objective 1, 2, 3, 4) 

Tactics: 

Short-term: Decide on terms and expressions that can be considered jargon, such as “RRI”, 
“responsible”, the “five pillars”, or “stakeholders”, based on the experiences of consortium members, 
especially with regard to whether certain terms can be translated into different languages.  

On-going: Eliminate jargon in all outgoing communication activities and tools, such as the website, 
factsheets, or press releases. 

Long-term: Learn from R&I stakeholders who practice RRI concepts in the different geographies. 

 

(4) Develop a shared narrative approach in message design which complements stakeholder-specific 
messages. The shared narrative encounters the challenge implied by the diversity of R&I stakeholders, 
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whose perspectives and needs are prioritized to generate true value, and builds on the premise that 
R&I stakeholders share certain perceptions, concerns, and needs, as RRI is an evolving concept after 
all. (Objective 1, 2, 4, 5) 

Tactics: 

Short-term: Draft messages on best available R&I stakeholder understanding. 

On-going: Collect and identify trends in R&I stakeholder perspectives that help drawing a picture of 
shared perceptions, concerns, and needs.  

Long-term: Work from a shared narrative towards generating stakeholder profiles, that combine all 
learnings from messaging. 

(5) Establish collaborations with other WP to benefit from RRING research outputs for communication 
planning and activities, and vice versa. (Objective 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 

WP3: The global SoA research will examine the role of all stakeholders in the linked up global world. 
Especially for effective communication with citizens and the civil society which are regarded to the 
most crucial and challenging stakeholders to address, results from WP3 will help to better understand 
their perceptions. 

WP3, WP4, WP6: Workshops, case studies and trials with civil society, citizens, researchers and 
grassroots associations to get input and feedback on how to best involve and address R&I stakeholders 
for successful co-creation of science, and identify differences among geographies that may require 
diverse communication approaches. 

WP7: The results of WP7 will directly feed into the communication strategy for the RRING network. 

 

2. Target audiences 

2.1 Introduction to stakeholder types and their interests in relation to the project 
 

RRING target audiences for dissemination and communication are 

1. Consortium members (internal to the project) and RRING Advisory board (external to the 
project) 

2. Research Performing Organisations (RPO) 
3. Research Funding Organisations (RFO) 
4. Researchers 
5. Policy makers 
6. Business/Industry representatives 
7. International and Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 
8. Civil society 
9. Media 
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Table 1 summarizes the potential interests, impacts and opportunities for each of these target 
audiences. 

Table 1. Stakeholder engagement assessment 

Stakeholder 
Stakeholder’s 
interest(s) in the 
RRING Project 

Assessment of the impact 
(high/medium/low) 

Information/ 
communication  
needs of this stakeholder 

Communication 
opportunities with this 
stakeholder 

Consortium 
members 

Knowing the project in 
detail: its progress and 
future plans and to 
cope with unforeseen 
obstacles. 

High impact: if they 
contribute to the project 
extensively and integrate the 
goals of the project in those 
of their organisation. The 
success of the project 
depends primarily on them. 

Regular update on the 
progress of the work and 
the future plans of the 
project (and how to 
approach them).  

Via: consortium meetings; 
Work Package and Task 
leads monthly calls; 
personal communication 
with the WP Leaders and 
UCC (through emails and 
calls). Use of MS Team as 
an internal platform for all. 

Research 
Performing 
Organisations 
(RPO) 
  

Improving the 
research environment 
and in consequence 
the outputs. 
Understanding better 
how their work can 
feed into EU and 
national policymaking 
procedures.  

High impact: if they 
successfully participate in the 
project.  

Results of the project and 
opportunities for 
interaction with project 
leaders and participation in 
the project. 

Via: conferences and 
events; workshops; 
publications; word of 
mouth and personal 
contacts; online and 
personal surveys; social 
media; newsletter and 
website. 

Medium impact: if they 
increase awareness amongst 
fellow academia, by helping 
promote the projects’ results. 

Research 
Funding 

Organisations 
(RFO) 

Understanding better 
how they can 
efficiently use RRI 
pillars in their 
decision-making 
procedures. 

High impact: if they 
successfully participate in the 
project and apply the 
outcomes to their own work. 
They can also help spread the 
word across their own 
networks. 

Results of the project and 
opportunities for 
interaction with project 
leaders.  

Via: conferences and 
events; workshops; 
publications; word of 
mouth; social media and 
website, and targeted 
briefings and 
communications. 

Medium impact: if they 
increase awareness amongst 
fellow authorities and 
networks, by helping 
promote the project’s results. 

Policy makers 
  

Understanding better 
how they can 
efficiently use RRI 
research in their 
decision-making 
procedures on an EU 
and/or national and/ 
or local level. 

High impact: if they 
successfully participate in the 
project and apply the 
outcomes in their own work.  

Results of the project and 
opportunities for 
interaction with project 
leaders and participation in 
the project. 

Via: conferences and 
events; workshops; 
publications; word of 
mouth and personal 
contacts; online and 
personal surveys; social 
media; newsletter and 
website. 

Medium impact: if they 
increase awareness amongst 
colleagues, by helping 
promote the projects’ results. 

Business 
representatives
/Industry 

Knowing about the 
project results and its 
possible impacts it 
may have on the 
research industry. 

Low impact: by making other 
businesses aware of the 
project results. 

Results of the project. Via: conferences and 
events; workshops; 
publications; word of 
mouth; social media and 
website. 

Medium impact: if they are 
directly involved in project 
activities such as the city 
workshops and go on to use 
or reference the outputs. 

International 
and Non-
governmental  
organisations 
(NGOs) 

Knowing about the 
project and the role 
that RRI can play in 
their work 
environment. 

Low impact: by making other 
organisations aware of the 
project results. 

Results of the project. Via: conferences and 
events; workshops; 
publications; word of 
mouth; social media and 
website and embedding 
project results in 
presentations / briefings 
on substantive or policy 
matters. 

Medium impact: if they are 
directly involved in project 
activities such as the 
workshops and go on to use 
or reference the outputs. 
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Stakeholder 
Stakeholder’s 
interest(s) in the 
RRING Project 

Assessment of the impact 
(high/medium/low) 

Information/ 
communication  
needs of this stakeholder 

Communication 
opportunities with this 
stakeholder 

Citizens 

Knowing about the 
project and its goals. 

Low impact: by increasing 
citizens awareness of the 
goals of this project and 
spreading the word about the 
achieved results. 

Information on upcoming 
activities, opportunities for 
interaction for engaged 
citizens. 

Via: website, media 
advisories and press 
releases, newsletters and 
social media. 

Media 

Knowing about the 
project and its goals. 

Medium impact: if media 
follow the project activities 
and spread the news to policy 
makers. 

Information on upcoming 
activities for media which 
may wish to report about 
them and results of the 
project. 

Via: conferences and 
events, workshops, 
websites, social media, 
newsletter, media 
advisories and press 
releases. 

 

Consortium members  

Effective dissemination and communication is crucial for the success of any project. The partners 
define the project and need to be aware of all relevant information as soon as it comes out and 
importantly have the opportunity to contribute to this communication. Sharing of information among 
consortium partners will also be of key importance for the timely and appropriate (e.g. in terms of 
quality) completion of the project. 

Our consortium includes universities (from Ireland, Japan, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, 
Germany, Spain and Lithuania). In addition, we have research organisations which are well connected 
to RRI networks and initiatives across Europe and beyond (from Ireland, the United Kingdom, South 
Africa, Germany, the Netherlands, and Serbia). 

One of the main partners involved is UNESCO, the United Nation Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (based in France) which boasts an impressive contact list of RRI stakeholders worldwide. 
UNESCO will be crucial in creating policy briefs and aligning RRI with the SDGs for a follow-up of 
RRING’s outcomes. 

 

All our partners will engage actively with key RRI stakeholders, including  

Research performing organisations (RPO) 

Previous projects, such as NUCLEUS or HEIRRI have focused on understanding RRI in universities and 
research institutions. RRING will build on these results and address how the work of RPOs can feed 
into EU and national policymaking procedures. RPOs are a main target group of the RRING project. 

Research Funding Organisations (RFO) 

Research funding organisations are targeted. Larivière and Sugimoto (2018) showed the impact of 
funders on open access to research: their findings have policy implications. RRING acknowledges the 
influence of RFOs on RRI implementation thus it is vital to include them in our communication and 
dissemination to catalyse change.  

Researchers 

The scientific community is currently divided, between the traditional “academics” (which today 
comprise a small percentage of the total research workforce) and the new cohort of researchers (Ph.D. 
students, postdocs, research fellows and other early stage researchers), now forming the majority of 
the research works force. Moreover, researchers working in academic settings are a minority 
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compared to the massive numbers of researchers in industry, governmental and non-governmental 
organisations. The divide persists mainly due to employment conditions for researchers being highly 
unstable (a small minority of academics with a fixed position versus the majority of researchers 
working on temporary contracts). This divide is also relevant for RRI. While senior academics develop 
RRI practices for instance in the context of developing grant applications or fostering international 
research networks, the actual RRI work has to be carried out by researchers working in temporary 
positions, for whom high impact papers may be more crucial (in terms of career uncertainties) than 
investments in RRI activities. RRING aims to reach expert researchers throughout the sectors. 

Policy makers 

Policy makers are a key stakeholder group. Successfully engaging with policy makers fosters a follow 
up of the project’s outcome.  

Business/Industry representatives 

Businesses actively involved in research and innovation will be targeted and included in our 
communications reach-out. As discussed above, a lot of researchers are employed outside academia. 
RRING might benefit from the ROSIE project, targeting entrepreneurs and innovation actors. 

International and Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

A number of NGOs operate in the fields of RRI (e.g. citizen science, open science, advocacy groups 
with research unites like Greenpeace, Oxfam, or Stakeholder Forum). As such, they influence both the 
citizens and the policy makers. Involving them as recipient of the RRING project communication 
audience will be important, especially at the time of the dissemination of the outcomes. 

Civil society 

To ensure the project is widely shared and understood, it is essential to communicate its benefits to 
citizens and include them in the discussion to overcome distances between citizens and science. 

Media 

Media are also a game-changer when it comes to building a diverse audience, sharing the results of 
the RRING project, and potentially guiding some communication activities. Through an efficient use of 
various media, covering different political spectrums, content and geographical locations, it is possible 
to have a direct impact on multiple stakeholders and disseminate more broadly the end-results of the 
project activities, thus increasing visibility, impact and support for foreseen actions. 

 

2.2 Project Message in relation to its stakeholders 
 

Overall messages 

RRING embraces the importance of understanding the role of all stakeholders in R&I. The role of 
RRING stakeholders in R&I and RRI and their differences among geographies will be researched 
through State of the Art research and comparative analysis (WP3, WP4).  

The design of the shared narrative messages and the stakeholder-specific messages generate from 
intermediate creative meetings, in which consortium members work together to adapt, complement 
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and adapt them based on their gained experiences throughout the project and up-to-date RRING 
research results. 

 

Messages of the “shared narrative”: 

• Co-creation of R&I and shared decision-making improves the quality of research and makes it 
more responsive to stakeholders’ needs, more impactful, and more competitively advantageous. 

• Making R&I more responsible is only then sustainable when we ensure diversity and 
inclusiveness in regard to all our stakeholders. 

 

Stakeholder-specific messages: 

Industry and Business 

• Exploring the role of businesses in how to act socially responsible and responsive to societal 
and global variations helps defining value propositions that trigger sustainable economic success and 
societal support. 

 

Researchers and Research Performing Organisations (RPO) 

• Engaging societal actors from early on and at all stages of decision-making processes mitigates 
the risk to face wide controversies and societal rejection on your research or research projects at an 
advanced stage. 

 

Research Funding Organisation (RFO) 

• Research funding needs to take responsibility for its power, and change the funding 
environment from one in which financial resources are mainly distributed among established 
researchers, to one in which new creative visions and methodologies are supported in order to build 
a world of research and innovation that is prepared to deal with global challenges. 

 

International Organisations and Non-governmental organisations (NGO) 

• Leaving no one behind is crucial for transnational and global partnerships that aim to address 
societal challenges that are shared globally, including any individual and community who need 
professional representation, as well as environmental interests which often affect developing 
countries.  

 

Policy 

• The global perspective of RRING research and its results contributes comprehensive insights 
into transnational state of the art research practices and policies. Identifying the best practices 
worldwide creates a unique knowledge base on how reflective and anticipatory governance processes 
facilitate evidence-based decision-making. 
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Civil society and Citizens 

• Overcoming societal challenges requires the engagement of those most affected, which is in 
most cases society itself, either before or after the launch of a new innovation. In turn, those most 
affected also have the highest influence on its success. The co-development of solutions to societal 
challenges unleash the true potential of research and innovation. 

 
 

3. WP 2 Tasks, deliverables and responsibilities 

To reach the target audiences with suitable messages, a set of activities were defined that include a 
range of media and channels appropriate to each audience. Thus, WP 2 includes the following overall 
tasks: 

 Task 2.1: Dissemination plan including  
o Dissemination plan creation,  
o Website/intranet creation and maintenance,  
o Social and other media,  
o Journal articles: preparation and management,  
o Conference attendance for promotion and dissemination, 
o Hosted and Co-hosted Conferences and Forum 
o Organisation of RRING events, workshops 

 Task 2.2: Communication plan and strategy including: 
o Creation of a communications plan and strategy 
o Public Forum events 
o School visits 
o LGBT and Diversity, intercultural and intersectional communication 

 Task 2.3: Devise strategies to mobilise and promote the RRING knowledge base, and RRING 
deliverables and outcomes, to facilitate mutual learning and collaboration 

 Task 2.4: Devise training materials to facilitate use of and mutual learning from the RRING 
knowledge database 

 Task 2.5: Final dissemination, communication and exploitation report 

The tasks above are related to five WP 2 deliverables listed in .Table 2. 

Table 2 WP2 deliverables 

  Name  Deadline  New approved 
deadline 

D2.1  Dissemination Plan, materials and channels* 31/10/2018  n/a 
D2.2  Communication Plan, materials and channels* 31/10/2018  n/a 
D2.3  Strategies to mobilise and promote RRING  31/10/2018  31/10/2019 
D2.4  Training materials for stakeholders to use RRING deliverables 

and outputs, join RRING network  
31/10/2020  n/a 

D2.5  Final Dissemination & Communications Report  30/04/2021  n/a 
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*We proposed in writing to the project officer to combine the deliverables 2.1 and 2.2. This plan 
outlines our combined dissemination and communication efforts, materials and channels.  

  

Table 3 describes the main communications-related roles and responsibilities each of the project 
partners are taking on in relation to the above-mentioned dissemination and communication tasks. In 
addition, further subcontracted resources have been allocated with the aim to increase RRING 
visibility and accessibility in important regions not covered by the project partnership. These 
subcontractors are: 

 American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), USA 
 Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA), India 

Table 3 Main communications-related roles and responsibilities 

Partner Responsibilities 
UCC (coordinator 
and WP 2 Lead) 

As coordinator 
 General coordination of project and deliverables related to all WPs and 

their links to internal and external communications activities  
 Respond to ad-hoc questions related to deliverables – relating questions to 

European Commission if needed  
 Approval and advice on dissemination and communication strategy  
 Approval of dissemination and communication budget  
 Coordinate with the other main WP 2 partners on content to upload online 

(social media, newsletter, website), developing and proof-reading materials 
and WP2 project deliverables  

As WP 2 Lead 
 Develop and implement dissemination plan 
 General guidance to all WP leaders on the tools and procedures to be used 

for disseminating specific deliverables and project outputs  
 Responsible for keeping the dissemination and communication plan 

updated, as a living document  
 Coordinate the record-keeping of: external events attended by partners/ 

with a RRING presence, non-deliverable outputs (e.g. journal articles), 
project internal communications email list  

 Coordinate project press-releases, including translation 
 Coordinate project tie-ins to external EU RRI policy agenda (including 

blogposts and social media activity) 
 Coordinate infographics, in liaison with CPN 
 Proof-read newsletters and blogposts 
 Lead for end of project conference 
 Ensuring stakeholder, audience and communication output targets are met  
 Share information provided by WP leads and project leaders (e.g. about 

different upcoming events of interest to the project) throughout the 
different communications tools available  

 Develop website and keep it updated, including Intranet for consortium. 
Actively seek content from partners  

Vitae  Produce training materials 
 Produce and edit social media content 
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Partner Responsibilities 
 Overall coordination of the virtual workshops, the public forums and the 

school visits and therefore ensuring all leads are aware of their 
communications responsibilities  

DCU •Approval and advice on communication strategy  
 Responsible for keeping the communication strategy updated, as a living 

document 
 Produce and edit social media content 
 Assist Vitae in conducting public forum events and school visits 

UNESCO 
 

 Ensure timely dissemination of outcomes of their WP  
 Lead on producing guidelines on how to enhance visibility of the 

deliverables and project activities 
 Produce and edit social media content 
 Produce training materials 
 Conduct 2 case study workshops and 2 forum workshops 

CPN  Lead on design (flyer, newsletter etc) 
 Assistance with production of training materials 
 Produce and edit social media content 
 Conduct a public forum event 
 Conduct a school visit 

FE/CNRS 
 

       

 Produce and edit social media content 
 Assisting UNESCO with SDG guidelines 
 Conduct public forum event 

HSRW  Ensure timely dissemination of outcomes of their WP  
 Produce and edit social media content 
 Conduct public forum event 
 Conduct school visits 
 Assistance with design 
 Approval and advice on communication strategy  

UniBrad 
 
 

 LGBT and Diversity, intercultural and intersectional communication 

UCC, Vitae, DCU, 
UNESCO, FE/CNRS, 
Meiji, CPN, SAASTA, 
ICoRSA. DMU, WU, 
ARU, CNR, Fraun, 
CEDLA, UniBrad, VU 
UPM 

 Produce social media content 
 Ensure timely dissemination of outcomes of their WPs  
 Open Access journal articles 
 Conference attendance 
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4. Evaluation of dissemination and communication activities 
to date 

This section evaluates the dissemination and communication activities conducted by the RRING 
project in relation to overall KPIs set for these activities as well as assessing the overall progress of the 
different tasks. The purpose was to provide a basis for defining the plans for period 2 described in 
section 5 of this plan. The KPI Targets are listed in below and further detail on each WP task is provided 
in the following sub-sections. Table 4 shows the status reached in period 1 in relation to the KPIs set 
for different dissemination and communication activities. 

Table 4. List of communication and dissemination KPI Targets linked to the RRING project 

Type of 
dissemination and 
communication 
activity 

KPI Target KPI Target reached in 
period 1 

Main institution responsible 
(*Lead) 

Final conference 1 Planned for period 2. UCC* 
Public forums 6 1 (another took place prior 

to updating this plan) 
Vitae*, UCC, UNESCO, HSRW, 
DCU, CPN, ESG/FE 

School Visits 6 0  Vitae*, UCC, UNESCO, HSRW, 
DCU, CPN 

Glocal workshops 4 Planned for period 2 UNESCO*, UCC 
EU RRI strategy case 
study workshops 

2 Planned for period 2 UCC*, UNESCO 

Hosted and Co-
hosted Conferences 
and Forum 

n/a 1 co-hosted event in period 
1. Continued contacts with 
relevant projects in period 2 
to explore possibilities. 

UCC*, ESG/FE, CPN 

Social Media 
(Twitter, LinkedIN) 

500 
followers on 
Twitter 

670 UCC*, Vitae 

Newsletter 200 readers 
reached per 
issue 

500 distributed UCC, HSRW 

Press releases 3 1 UCC 
Factsheets 300 Planned for period 2. CPN, UCC 
Interviews 3 1 UCC 
Website 
www.rring.eu  

750 
visits/month 

500 UCC 

Open Access journal 
articles 

6 Planned for period 2. All partners 

Conference 
attendances 

12 events 
(800 leaflets) 

13 (over 1000 leaflets) in 
period 1 and further events 
already in period 2. 

All partners 

 

Thus RRING has exceeded the KPI targets set for the entire project for those activities already 
commencing in period 1, with the exception of the website for which further actions are proposed in 
section 5 for period 2 and has made plans for period 2 to continue this success. 
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4.1 Task 2.1 Evaluation of dissemination to date 
 

This task includes: 

 T2.1.1 Dissemination plan creation,  
 T2.1.2 Website/Intranet creation and maintenance,  
 T2.1.3 Social and other media,  
 T2.1.4 Journal articles: preparation and management,  
 T2.1.5 Conference attendance for promotion and dissemination (stands, promotional 

material, surveys etc.) 
 T2.1.6 Hosted and Co-hosted Conferences and Forum 
 T2.1.7 Organisation of RRING events, workshops 

T2.1.1 Dissemination plan creation  
This plan was merged with the Communication plan, and the deliverable submitted in M6. UCC lead 
its creation and its contents were shared with the partnership. The current document, which 
represents an updated version of this plan was also developed by UCC. 

T2.1.2 Website/Intranet creation and maintenance 
 

Website 
The RRING project website (www.rring.eu) was created by UCC as planned using a WordPress 
template that has been modified and adjusted to fit the RRING colour scheme and to include the 
RRING logo, strapline and social media buttons. It features the project background and rationale. UCC 
developed text for the website that highlights the objectives and expected outcomes. The website 
also features all the project partners and their respective websites. There is a direct twitter feed on 
the home page and a news page to highlight upcoming events as well as report on activities that the 
project and the partners have been involved in. It has been updated to bring the contents in line with 
the project amendment (e.g. partners, deliverables list) as well as with information on project 
activities as they arise (e.g. surveys, Glocal workshops).  

The analytics captured via Google analytics show a rising trend of activity. However it does not 
currently meet the target KPI set. The plan for period 2, set out in Section 5 will propose a strategy to 
remediate this. Likewise, the project has taken on board suggestions for interactive discussions via the 
website, which are addressed in the plan for period 2, outlined in section 5 and should also support 
the attainment of a high level of activity in this regard.  

 

Intranet  
The project chose a secure GDPR compliant platform, MsTeams, which provides not only for internal 
communication, but also for file-sharing. It is actively used by the consortium with Monthly WP 
Leaders and Steering Committee meetings held online via the platform with project coordinator. Also, 
each workpackage has a specific chat that is used to support communication among its participants 
and there are monthly individual meetings with WP Leaders and the project coordinator via MsTeams.  
Other project bodies such as the Advisory board and Gender board also have specific chats and online 
meetings held regularly via this platform. UCC maintains this tool and ensures accessibility for 
partners. 
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T2.1.3 Social and other media 
 

Social Media 
Initially a Twitter account (@RRING_PROJECT) was set up by UCC and a LinkedIn group was created. 
Twitter proved to be successful and thus this is the current focus for social media efforts. Activities on 
Twitter are overseen and coordinated by UCC. Contributions from project partners were defined with 
designated days for each as follows:    

 Monday – UCC 
 Tuesday – Vitae 
 Wednesday – DCU 
 Thursday – CNRS/FE  
 Friday – CPN 

 

In addition, partners representing RRING at events also tweet about these. Twitter currently has 756 
followers (06.02.2020). This far exceeds the original target KPI of 500 followers set out in the Grant 
Agreement. It is a testament to the partnership’s wide networks and efforts to promote the project 
via this social media platform.  

A general correlation can be seen between the number of tweets and the number of new followers. 
Further, adding new followers and tweeting about their relevant activities, also tends to have a 
reciprocative effect, leading them also to follow RRING. Reporting about RRING representation at 
events, such as the World Science Forum (WSF), was found to be a good way to generate interest, and 
individuals “like” or “retweet” a lot as a response. For example, over 2000 people saw the Top Tweet 
from the WSF. Examining the tweets from this event, shows that those that include @UNESCO were 
viewed by a great number of individuals than those that didn’t. Thus, including UNESCO’s Twitter 
handle is important for generating views. So far, the Tweets that have created the most engagement 
were related to the survey. In both October and November 2019, the “Top mention” tweets (the ones 
that get more clicks/likes/retweets) were both related to the survey. This is probably because in 
addition to “likes” or “retweets” individuals have the link to the survey to click on. Thus, including a 
link to project results or activities is likely create more interaction from followers and points to a 
strategy that can be used in period 2 to help improve the project website traffic (see section 5).  

 

Other media 
 

 Newsletters:  
One Newsletter was prepared in period 1 and 500 were distributed. Thus, the KPI target of reaching 
at least 200 readers has been far exceeded. The following newsletter is currently being finalised and 
will be published in February 2020. Partners were requested to contribute news about their activities 
related to the project, whether project activities themselves or whether dissemination or 
communication about the project at a particular event. Since, the results of the project will be begin 
to be available in period 2 of the project, it is likely that the frequency of these Newsletters will 
increase (see section 5).  
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 Press releases and interviews:  
 
At the time of writing, UCC has published 1 press release about RRING (see LINK). Thus, two further 
press releases will be required to meet the target KPI of 3 in period 2. Section 5 discusses possible 
opportunities for providing these. In addition, to encourage participation in its survey, RRING has also 
published on Cordis Wire (see LINK). Cordis Wire will be one of the media channels used for publicising 
future project activities. It is also important to note that a two page article on RRING featured in the 
The fourth edition of The Project Repository Journal on 4th January 2020. 

In regard to interviews, in period 1 one interview took place with Alex Gerber (HRSW) regarding the 
RRING project. Thus, given the target of 3 interviews for the project, 2 will be carried out in period 2 
of the project. In fact, one has already taken place. Vincent Block, from RRING project partner WUR, 
was interviewed by Living Innovation (see LINK). 

 
 Other Print media: Factsheets 

 
These are planned for period 2, since they are designed to support the activities of WP7 in launching 
the RRING community in October 2020 (WP7). Thus, to be developed they require the input of WP7 
(CNR) tasks, for example regarding the services. However, already in March 2019, Vitae provided a 
proposal with some general ideas regarding contents for these factsheets. For example, including an 
introduction with the overall aim of the document, UNESCO recommendations regarding the SDGs 
and RRI, overall vision of RRING community and its services, as well as information about how to get 
involved including the benefits and that it is free of cost. See section 5 for more details of the plans 
with respect to this activity. 
 
T2.1.4 Journal articles: preparation and management  
 

Since results from the RRING project will only be available in period 2, no journal articles related to 
the project have yet been published. Thus, the KPI target of 6 journal articles will be addressed in 
period 2. However, already at the beginning of period 2, the issue of publishing the results has begun 
to be addressed. A publication protocol has been proposed by Eric Jenson (ICORSA) in October and 
partners subsequently had the opportunity to provide feedback on this. The preparation of journal 
articles and the coordination of these between partners was also discussed at the project meeting 
that took place in Vilnius, Lithuania on 5th and 6th November 2019. Following this, a document was 
created on the project’s internal communication platform (MsTeams) to coordinate ideas, in this 
regard. The project’s Scientific Review Committee (lead by UNESCO) may also provide advice on 
publishing RRING results. Further plans for this activity are described in Section 5. Currently, it is likely 
that 2 papers will result from WP3, 1 from WP4, 2 from WP5 and 1 from WP7. It should also be 
mentioned that the publications will be open access (budget allocated for this) and that reference will 
be made to these on relevant repositories (e.g. OpenAIRE) to increase their visibility.  

 
T2.1.5 Conference attendance for promotion and dissemination 
 

UCC have been in charge of coordinating conference attendance for the project. This includes the 
creation of posters, flyers, brochures and PowerPoint templates for the purpose of promotion and 
dissemination at conferences. Also, UCC has taken responsibility for the logistics of arranging a RRING 
booth (hiring process, creating displays) at events. The outreach materials & templates have all been 
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made available to partners so that the RRING message is conveyed in a uniform and coherent way at 
events. The design of all materials is based on the project brand. 
 
In period 1, the project had booths at 2 international conferences: at the ESOF2018 conference which 
took place in Toulouse, France in July 2018 and at the International Data Week in Botswana in 
November 2018. At these events the booth which was used to display outreach materials, including 
posters and leaflets designed to engage stakeholders. RRING team members manned the stands and 
were available to interact with stakeholders and present the project to their audience. They were 
given guidelines from UCC on how to gather stakeholder contact details where appropriate to add to 
the project database. The first of these events, ESOF2018, was one month after Kick-off, and therefore 
the event was used a semi –launch for the project. UCC, ICoRSA and Vitae manned the booth space 
and other partners (HSRW, UNESCO, and CPN) also attended. The event was strategic for RRING in the 
following ways:  

• Presented in two sessions publicising RRING  

• Met with the coordinators of RRI Practice, Consider, Responsibility, and RRI Tools.  

• Met Rene von Schoenberg, one of the founders of RRI. 

Moreover, RRING researchers have participated in several other conferences to promote RRING. Over 
1000 leaflets have been distributed. Thus, the project has already exceeded its KPI target of 800 
leaflets distributed.  

The project has also exceeded its KPI target of attending 12 conferences, already in period 1, since 
the project was dissiminated at 13 relevant international events (including the 2 events described 
above). Representation at other events in period 1 consisted of the following: 

 Kutoma Wakunuma/Tilimbe Jiya (DMU) provided a poster on RRING at the ORBIT 
(Observatory for Responsible Research and Innovation) Conference 2018. 

 Alex Gerber (HSRW) provided a poster at the NUCLEUS 2018 conference “Living RRI: opening 
research to the needs and values of society”. This conference was also attended by UCC, DCU 
and NRF, due to the important opportunites for networking that it afforded and flyers were 
also distributed at its final event Pathways to Transformation. 

 Raul Vicente Garia (FRAUN) presented and discussed the goals of RRING with an emphasis on 
the digital/ict domain at RRI-ICT 2018. 

 Monica Racovita (ARU) provided a presentation at the workshop Exploring the Role of Values 
in RRI for Energy Systems and also at Critical Issues in Science, Technology and Society Studies. 

 Edurne Inigo (WUR) provided a poster on RRING at INNOVATION RELAUNCHED, the final 
conference of the Compass project, which provided evidence on how RRI can be integrated 
into industry. 

 Aurelija Novelskaite and Raminta Pučėtaitė presented the RRING project at the European 
Network on Academic Integrity Annual Conference. 

 CNR represented RRING at the MARINA Platform for responsible marine research and 
innovation final event.  

 ICoRSA has represented RRING at a number of Eurodoc events: Eurodoc AGM 2018, Cyprus 
2018; bi-communal event and its Gender summit Naples 2019. 
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Already in period 2, RRING has been represented at the following events: 
 

 Emma Day (Vitae) organised a stand for RRING at the Vitae Researcher Development 
International Conference 2019. 

 Edurne Inigo (WUR) at the European Roundtable for Sustainable Consumption and Production 
(ERSCP) annual conference Circular Europe for Sustainability: Design, Production and 
Consumption 

 Juliana Chaves-Chaparro presented RRING at the INBOTS: Inclusive Robots for a Better Society 
workshop that took place in the context of the Eleventh International Conference on Social 
Robotics (ICSR2019). 

 Eric Jenson (ICORSA) presented RRING at the SUPER MoRRI project annual event.  

In addition, a particularly important event for RRING was its attendance at the World Science Forum 
2019, due to its global nature. This event was hosted by The Hungarian Academy of Sciences, under 
the theme “Science, Ethics and Responsibility” between 20th and 22nd November 2019. Several 
RRING partners attended and contributed to different sessions related to this theme. For example, 
in the session, Responsible Research and Innovation and Research Integrity: Across the Globe and 
Across Society, moderated by RRING Advisory board member April Tash, Simge Davulcu Menget 
(ICORSA) introduced the Responsible Research and Innovation Networking Globally (RRING) project, 
which aims at spreading the best practices of responsible research and innovation globally using a 
bottom-up approach and acknowledging that the implementation of RRI needs different approaches 
regionally according to the particular social, cultural and political environments. Prof. Alex Gerber 
(HSRW) also contributed to the session; Science engagement: redefining the uneasy relations with 
politics and policy? Some transatlantic dimensions that reflected on the role of science in politics and 
policy-making. Likewise Bafedile Kgwadi, of the South African Agency for Science and Technology 
Advancement (NRC /SAASTA) contributed to the session: Evolution of Science Communication: Let’s 
Learn from African Experience. 

In addition to the 5 events, that have already taken place in period 2, RRING partner organization 
presence is already confirmed at a further 6 events including: 

 The European Open Science Forum ESOF2020, in Trieste (UCC; session accepted) 
 The Sustainability Research and Innovation Congress SRI2020 in Australia (UCC, UNESCO, 

Future Earth, ICORSA; workshop programme accepted) 
 The Public Communication of Science and Technology Conference PCST2020 in Edinburgh 

(HRSW, ICORSA) 
 EARMA conference 2020 (HRSW) 
 European Science Engagement Association (EUSEA) 2020 (UNESCO) 
 GE- Academy Project Summer School: Gender in research in the scientific fields of climate, 

energy and mobility (UPM) 

Section 5 presents plans for these and other potential events that are relevant for RRING to attend. 
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T2.1.6 Hosted and Co-hosted Conferences 
 
As can be seen from the previous sub-sections RRING is already collaborating extensively with other 
relevant projects. In addition to the previously mentioned activities, during the 4th International 
Conference on Computer and Information Science and Technology, CIST’19, held in Lisbon, Portugal, 
the HubIT and RRING projects came together to present how ICT research can become more co-
operative and responsible using the Sustainable Development Goals. Participants had the opportunity 
to get to know first-hand the European Commission’s efforts for the consolidation of responsible 
research and innovation in ICT through the voice of the HubIT and RRING projects. Representing 
RRING, Emma Day (Vitae), provided a presentation entitled “Interactive ranking and matching of core 
ICT and SDV (Sustainable Development Goals) challenges”. This was followed by a World Café on how 
to solve the identified challenges with RRI tools and resources. 
 
UCC will also be represented at the Starbios project webinar to be held on 17th February 2020. The 
STARBIOS2 project has developed a model for how to promote the practice of Responsible Research 
and Innovation (RRI) in bioscience research institutions.  
 
The project has identified relevant projects for co-hosting events in the Grant Agreement. It maintains 
contact with these projects, particularly via Twitter. In period 2 it will continue to look for 
opportunities for collaboration, contacting relevant parties to discuss possibilities in this regard. Table 
5 lists the specific projects and details about the contact. 
 

Table 5 Potential further SWAFs projects for collaboration and co-hosting events 

SWAFs call number Project Contact 
SwafS 3 R-I PEERS; Pilot experiences for 

improving gender equality in 
research organisations. 

CNR is a lead partner in this 
project, as well as a lead 
partner in RRING. Plans are 
already in process. 

SwafS 11 SySTEM 2020: Connecting 
Science Learning Outside The 
Classroom. Irish coordinated. 

Trinity College Dublin. Contact 
started 

SwafS 13 SCALINGS up Co-creation: 
Avenues and Limits for 
Integrating Society in Science 
and Innovation. 

Technical University of Munich. 
Contact started. 

SwafS 23 D-NOSES: Distributed Network 
for Odour Sensing, 
Empowerment and 
Sustainability. 

Contact already made with 
Rosa Arais for collaboration 
and co-hosted meeting. 

SwafS 24: EURAXESS TOP IV: To 
strengthen the effectiveness 
and optimize the services of all 
partners in an innovative and 
open EURAXESS network 

Contact with the Greek 
coordinator to be made in 
period 2.  
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T2.1.7 Organisation of RRING events, workshops  
 

These events are planned for period 2, but already in period 1, two pilot glocal workshops were 
successfully completed in Panama by HSRW (with UNESCO in attendance), linked to the RedPOP 
conference. HSRW conducted these pilot workshops in Spanish, recorded, transcribed, translated the 
discussions and handed them over for analysis.  
 
The following events scheduled will occur in period 2:  
- Global workshops in WP4  
- 2 EU RRI strategy case study workshops WP6  
- Formal launch of the RRING Community (at closing event) , cooperation with WP7  
 
Preparations are well underway for the Glocal workshops with Vitae and UNESCO mainly collaborating 
on these. Five workshops will be held in vastly different global locations to allow RRING gain an 
understanding of different geographical perspectives, a truly international perspective. Events 
confirmed are:  

 13th February 2020 - Seattle (as part of the AAAS conference).  Register your interest here 
https://aaas.confex.com/aaas/2020/meetingapp.cgi/Session/25739 

 25th March/27th March 2020 – Delhi, 25th March - 27th March - Science and Society - Why 
should Public Engagement be important to science? 

 25th May 2020 - Durban (as part of the GRC conference)  

Other dates will be confirmed soon. See Section 5 for further details regarding the plan for these 
activities in period 2. 
 

4.1 Task 2.2 Evaluation of communication to date 
 

This includes the following tasks: 

 T2.2.1 Creation of a communications plan and strategy  
 T2.2.2 Public Forum events 
 T2.2.3 School visits 
 T2.2.4 LGBT and Diversity, intercultural and intersectional communication 
 T2.3 Devise strategies to mobilise and promote the RRING knowledge base, and RRING 

deliverables and outcomes, to facilitate mutual learning and collaboration 
 T2.4 Devise training materials to facilitate use of and mutual learning from the RRING 

knowledge base 
 T2.5 Final Dissemination, Communications and Exploitation report 

 

T2.2.1 Creation of a communications plan and strategy  

This task was merged with T2.1.1. An initial plan was issued and this document represents and 
update of this plan for period 2. 
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T2.2.2 Public Forum events  

Period 1 saw one Public Forum event hosted. This was initiated by DCU and located in Dublin. The 
focus of the event was: Public engagement in Public health policy and health trials. RRING hosted the 
round table discussion at the end and integrated RRI relevance into the discussion. It took place at 
Dublin City University, under the title "Engaged Medicine – case studies of challenges to effective 
health communication" on May 30th, 2019  
 
The remaining 5 Public forums will be conducted in period 2.  

The first of these was already held in Serbia by the Center for the Promotion of Science at the Belgrade 
Book Fair, on 25th October 2019. This event is widely recognised as one of the most prestigious cultural 
and educational events in Serbia. Together with the BioSense Institute from Novi Sad and under the 
auspices of three currently active H2020 projects taking place in Serbia - TeRRIFICA, SISCODE and 
RRING, the CPN team presented context, goals and structures of novel concepts developed with a 
main goal to tackle most urgent societal concerns and align European RRI policy with the UN's 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The major topics of this forum were climate challenges, co-
creation as a relevant method of our time and living labs which may provide strong platform for 
discussion of diverse actors and stakeholders. The event attracted participants coming from research, 
educational and student communities, who shared their expectations, ideas and practices. 

Further public forums to be held in Morocco, Lithuania, Madrid and in Latin America in conjunction 
with CILAC are under consideration. Vitae is leading the organization of these events.  

T2.2.3 School visits 

School visits hosted in minimum of 6 countries will take place in period 2. Vitae will put together an 
expression of interest and distribute it to partners to find candidates. These aim to reach out to the 
young in school about the objectives of RRING and RRI related topic such as the RRI Community, 
gender equality and LGBT in research, and diversity. 

T2.2.4 LGBT and Diversity, intercultural and intersectional communication  

RRING is a diversity conscious project, including all aspects of diversity into its RRING community. 
RRING will incorporate all intercultural and intersectional impacts of RRI in its SoA research as well as 
in its communication. 

On September 25th, 2018 RRING participated in the UN Action Day 4 SDGs, which put a focus on our 
gender equality measures and drew attention to a new page of our website, gender equality, where 
we portrait female researchers of RRING. The new site was the second most visited after the 
homepage in the recent month. 

In addition, UCC organised the project Gender Equality Committee, which meets quarterly online to 
consider gender equality related issues related to the project and its activities. The members of the 
committee include: 

 Caitriona Ni Laoire (ISS21) 
 Aurelija Novelskaitė and Raminta Pucetaite (VU) 
 Inés Sánchez de Madariaga (UPM) (WP5&6) 
 Uduak Archibong (UNIBRAD) (WP3, 4 & 7) 
 Silvia Vilches and Rosarii Griffin (ICORSA) 
 Edurne Inigo (WU) 
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These activities are linked with and supported by Task 1.8 Gender, Equality and Diversity Protocols 
and Training provided by ISS21 at UCC. The RRING Gender and Diversity Protocol and Self-Assessment 
Tool (SAT) were developed by the ISS21 team, with inputs from the RRING Gender Subcommittee and 
the RRING Steering Group. The Protocol offers a brief guide to the implementation of gender equality 
and diversity throughout the RRING project and provides links to a list of resources and tools for 
further information. It is accompanied by the SAT, a self-completion tool designed to support partners 
in identifying areas where a gender dimension or gender sensitivity can be embedded or enhanced in 
the implementation of RRING.  

2.3 Task 2.3. – Devise strategies to mobilise and promote the RRING knowledge base, 
and RRING deliverables and outcomes, to facilitate mutual learning and collaboration 

This activity will begin shortly. UCC, UNESCO and FE/CNRS will collaborate to ensure that the strategies 
will account for geographic, regional, cultural and economic variations as well as different stakeholder 
types. This essentially will ensure WP2 is fully aligned and cooperates with WP7 RRING network 
creation and promotion and the trialing of the RRING knowledge base in WP6. The Dissemination 
channels and tools selected will be monitored, measured, benchmarked and potential contingency 
plans implemented as necessary. 

2.4 Task 2.4. - Devise training materials to facilitate use of and mutual learning from 
the RRING knowledge base 

The majority of this task will be conducted in P2 to coincide with the outreach to RRING members. 
The only material produced in P1 was the RRING flyer which was created in month 2, and had a minor 
update at month 12, organised by CPN. Following the development of the RRING knowledge base, 
from May 2020 onwards, Vitae will lead the development of these training materials with the support 
of UCC, UNESCO and CPN (responsible for design). They will assist stakeholders in the use of RRING 
deliverables,namely:  

 WP1: database (UNESCO) 
 WP4&5: best practice & competitive advantage results (HSRW) 
 WP6: 2 regional RRI trials and strategies (UNESCO) 

2.5 Final Dissemination, Communications and Exploitation report 

This is due at the end of period 2. In it, UCC will provide a description the dissemination and 
communications activities conducted during the project, base on the information recorded by 
partners in its continuous report mechanism. It will evaluate these activities in relation to the KPI 
target set for the project. It will also outline how the RRING community will continue to operate 
(including the dissemination and communication activities in this regard) and how its knowledge will 
continue to be exploited, which will be defined by WP7 activities.  
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5. Period 2 plans for dissemination and communication 
activities 

 

The plans for dissemination and communication activities are related to the specific WP2 tasks 
detailed in section 3 of this report. The actions proposed are based on the current status and 
evaluation of activities from period 1 in relation to the overall KPI targets set by the project for these 
activities, as set out in Section 4 of this report. They also stem from the suggestions for improvement 
received, for example, at the Mid-term project review. 

For each task, specific objectives are defined and an action proposed to address them. Those expected 
to contribute to these actions, their roles and the timing associated with the proposed actions are also 
outlined. These are detailed in Table 6. 

Table 6 Period 2 plans for dissemination and commnication 

Task Objectives in 
relation to the 
task 

Strategic 
action 
proposed 

Partners involved and 
role 

Timing 

T2.1.2 Website  Increase traffic 
to the project 
website 

Use the 
project’s 
Twitter success 
to drive 
website traffic 
(e.g. by 
including 
project website 
links in Tweets) 

UCC as coordinator of 
WP2 will remind 
partners of their role. 
WP leaders to inform 
Twitter team of 
relevant activities & 
their links. Main 
Twitter contributors 
(UCC, Vitae, DCU, 
FE/CNRS, CPN) to 
include links in Tweets.  

Part of daily 
tweet 
schedule 
described in 
Section 4. 

T2.1.2 Website 
 

Increase website 
traffic and 
provide a more 
participatory & 
wide discussion 
of RRING results 
and to support 
the development 
of the RRING 
community 
network 

To hold 
webinars with 
AM/PM times 
for each 
deliverable to 
allow global 
participation. 

Deliverable leaders 
host webinars, 
contributing partners 
participate, 
deliverable leader & 
contributors to 
organize the structure 
of discussion, & UCC to 
publicise (on website, 
on Twitter, and via 
network) 

In line with 
deliverables 
and their 
contributors’ 
availability 
 
Aim for 2 
sessions/ 
deliverable 
(AM/PM) 

T2.1.2 Website  To ensure the 
website remains 
an up to date 
source of 
information 
about the project 
and its related 
activities 

To update the 
website with 
information 
about current 
project 
activities  

WP/Task leaders to 
alert UCC to 
information to be 
publicised (e.g. Glocal 
workshops, webinars). 
UCC to add project 
deliverables once 
approved.  

In line with 
project 
activities 
/deliverable 
availability 
Likely to 
require 
weekly effort 
in period 2. 
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Task Objectives in 
relation to the 
task 

Strategic 
action 
proposed 

Partners involved and 
role 

Timing 

T2.1.3 Social and 
other media 

To continue to 
increase the 
number of 
Twitter followers 
 
(Aim for at least 
20 new followers 
each month) 

To continue the 
Twitter 
strategy 
followed in 
period 1, but 
with attention 
to including 
RRING website 
links in Tweets. 

UCC coordinates 
efforts, Vitae, DCU, 
CNRS/FE and CPN 
continue to contribute 
as planned. 
Partners to tweet 
about relevant 
activities at which 
RRING is represented 
or that may be of 
interest to the RRING 
community. 

Daily effort 
with weekly 
contributions 
from the 
listed 
partners  

T2.1.3 Social and 
other media 

To inform 
interested 
stakeholders 
about the project 
activities 

To produce 
further 
Newsletters as 
the RRING 
results become 
available  

UCC coordinates 
contents, all partners 
requested to provide 
contents  
Period 2 has already 
produced one 
newsletter. Others are 
likely to follow a 
similar process. 

Likely 
frequency 
every 3 
months 
 
 

T2.1.3 Social and 
other media 

To raise 
awareness about 
the project 
among the 
general public 

To produce 2 
further press 
releases 

UCC to provide these: 
 
Likely topics: results of 
the WP3 Global survey, 
launch of the RRING 
community network 
 
 
 

In line with 
the project 
activity (e.g. 
survey results 
in April 2020, 
RRING 
community 
launch in 
October 
2020) 

T2.1.3 Social and 
other media 

To raise 
awareness about 
the project 
among relevant 
academic circles 

To participate 
in 1 further 
interview 

UCC to seek an 
opportunity to provide 
an interview about the 
RRING community to 
be published online on 
a media channel 
focused on research 
and innovation 
(preferally with a 
global readership). 

Likely to take 
place around 
the launch of 
the RRING 
community 
(October 
2020) 
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Task Objectives in 
relation to the 
task 

Strategic 
action 
proposed 

Partners involved and 
role 

Timing 

T2.1.3 Social and 
other media 

To provide 
relevant 
stakeholders 
with information 
about RRING and 
how to join its 
community 

To develop 
project 
FACTSHEETS 
for the 
following 
stakeholders: 
Researchers 
Policymakers 
Educators 
Business and 
Industry 
Innovators 
Civil Society 

UCC, Vitae and CPN to 
collaborate with CNR 
(WP7) & UNESCO on 
content for the 
sections: services (e.g. 
certification, country 
discussion forum), the 
UNESCO 
recommendations, 
membership (e.g. How 
to join, the benefits, 
how members can 
participate, cost free). 

Prepared in 
advance of 
the RRING 
community 
launch in 
October 
2020. 

T2.1.4 Journal 
articles: 
preparation and 
management 

To disseminate 
the results to the 
academic 
community 

To publish 6 
articles in open 
access journals 

WP3 plans to 
coordinate 2 (lead by 
ICORSA, ARU) on SoA 
/best practice from the 
Global survey 
WP4 (HSRW) plans to 
coordinate 1 on 
comparative analysis 
WP5 (WUR) plans to 
coordinate 2 related to 
competitiveness/ 
comparative analysis 
WP7 (FRAUN, ICORSA) 
plans to coordinate 1 
related to networks. 
UCC will organise an 
online discussion at 
which the working 
papers can be 
discussed and 
opportunities for peer 
review input can occur. 
UCC will monitor the 
progress and support 
discussion among 
partners regarding the 
journal choice via the 
project’s Steering 
Committee. It will see 
that RRING related 
publications are 
uploaded to the 
relevant repositories to 
help maximise their 
visibility.  

Preparation 
of 
publications 
will be 
subsequent 
to deliverable 
of project 
outputs. 
Thus, WP3 
and 5 
publications 
will likely be 
published 
prior to WP4 
publications, 
for example. 
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Task Objectives in 
relation to the 
task 

Strategic 
action 
proposed 

Partners involved and 
role 

Timing 

T2.1.5 
Conference 
attendance for 
promotion and 
dissemination 

To continue to 
raise awareness 
about RRING and 
disseminate its 
results 

To continue to 
identify and 
participate in 
relevant 
international 
events to 
promote RRING 
and 
disseminate its 
results to 
relevant 
stakeholders 

UCC and project 
partners will continue 
to identify relevant 
events. Partners will 
communicate 
participation to UCC & 
UCC will continue to 
offer support regarding 
promotional materials 
associated with 
attendance.  
Partners will report 
their activities to 
promote RRING in the 
documentation on 
MsTeams to enable 
UCC to continue to 
monitor these 
activities.  

Given the 
high number 
of events, it is 
expected that 
there will be 
an average of 
1-2 events 
attended 
/month. 

T2.1.6 Hosted 
and Co-hosted 
Conferences 

To promote 
cooperation and 
efficient use of 
resources for 
dissemination & 
communication 

To explore 
opportunities 
to co-organise 
events with 
other relevant 
projects. 

UCC to maintain 
contacts with relevant 
projects and to 
continue establish 
contact with further 
projects with the 
purpose of exploring 
opportunities for 
collaboration  

Review the 
status of 
contacts 
every 2 
months 

T2.1.7 
Organisation of 
RRING events, 
workshops 

To gain feedback 
on RRING results 
from different 
geographic 
regions 

To organize 5 
Glocal 
workshops 

Vitae and UNESCO are 
organizing these 
events, with UCC 
providing logistical 
support. Partners are 
attending according to 
their availability. Data 
will be managed via 
MsTeams with WU 
providing the overall 
analysis, & other 
partners (DMU, MEIJI, 
CPN) thematic focuses 
on gender, ethics and 
govenance. UNIBRAD, 
VU, UPM; FRAUN and 
UNESCO will support 
the review of this 
analysis. 

Sustained 
activity in 
organization 
until the last 
workshop 
held in June, 
with analysis 
continuing 
until the end 
of 
September. 
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Task Objectives in 
relation to the 
task 

Strategic 
action 
proposed 

Partners involved and 
role 

Timing 

T2.1.7 
Organisation of 
RRING events, 
workshops 

To discuss the 
high-level 
strategies 
proposed for the 
selected 2 EU 
countries 

To organize 2 
case-study 
workshops 

UNESCO to lead on the 
content and reporting 
of the workshops. UCC 
and Vitae to support 
regarding the logistics.  

Workshop 
planning will 
begin in 
September 
2020 with the 
workshop 
held at the 
latest in 
November 
2020 and a.  
report on 
workshops 
available in 
January 2021. 

T2.1.7 
Organisation of 
RRING events, 
workshops 

To formally 
launch the RRING 
community 

To organize a 
final 
conference to 
for this launch 

UNESCO to lead the 
organization.  
 
UCC, Vitae, and Fraun 
to support.  
 
All partners, 
subcontractors, 
advisors to attend 
(subject to availability).  

Conference 
planning wil 
begin in 
November 
2020.  
The 
conference is 
likely to take 
place in April 
2021. 

T2.2.2 Public 
Forum events 

To raise 
awareness about 
RRI related 
concepts such as: 
Co-creation; 
Social 
innovation; 
Social 
entrepreneurship 

To organize at 
least 4 public 
forums 

Vitae will continue to 
liaise with partners to 
finalise the specific 
locations and dates for 
these remaining 4 
events.  
Following the same 
methodology as the 
two previous events, 
Vitae will support 
specific partners in 
their organization.  
UCC will also support 
with promotional 
materials as required.  
Partners hosting 
events will provide a 
short report on their 
event so that UCC can 
monitor their success. 

Likely to take 
place 
following the 
Glocal 
workshops 
(from July 
2020 
onwards) 
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Task Objectives in 
relation to the 
task 

Strategic 
action 
proposed 

Partners involved and 
role 

Timing 

T2.2.3 School 
visits 

To raise 
awareness about 
RRI related topics 
such as: RRI 
Community, 
Gender equality 
and LGBT in 
research, 
Diversity 

To conduct 6 
school visits 

Vitae will lead the 
development and liaise 
with partners 
interested in 
implementing these 
events.  
UCC will support with 
any promotional 
materials required.  
Partners will host the 
event and provide a 
report to UCC with 
agreed details so that it 
can monitor their 
success. 

Likely to take 
place 
following the 
Glocal 
workshops 
(from July 
2020 
onwards) 

T2.2.4 LGBT and 
Diversity, 
intercultural and 
intersectional 
communication 

To ensure 
diversity is 
properly 
considered by 
the RRING 
project, in its 
community and 
communication. 

To continue to 
regularly 
convene the 
Gender 
Equality 
Committee and 
monitor these 
issues 

UCC will continue to 
regularly convene the 
Gender Equality 
Committee to consider 
this issue.  
 
 

Quarterly 
meeting of 
the Gender 
Equality 
Committee. 
 
 

T2.3 Strategies 
to mobilise and 
promote the 
RRING 
knowledge base 

To maximise the 
visibility and re-
use of RRING  

To define and 
implement 
strategies to 
mobilise and 
promote the 
RRING 
knowledge 
base 

UCC, UNESCO and 
FE/CNRS will 
collaborate and 
cooperate with CNR in 
respect to WP7 RRING 
network creation. 

Planning will 
begin in April 
2020 to 
ensure the 
strategies are 
ready in time 
for the 
knowledge 
base usage 
trial by WP6. 

T2.4 Devise 
training 
materials to 
facilitate use of 
and mutual 
learning from 
the RRING 
knowledge base 

To support 
access to and 
facilitate use of 
RRING results 

To prepare 
training 
materials on 
the RRING 
knowledge 
base 

Vitae will lead the 
development of these 
training materials with 
the support of UCC, 
UNESCO and CPN 
(responsible for 
design). 

In line with 
T2.3. 

T2.5 Final 
Dissemination, 
Communication 
and Exploitation 
report 

To review project 
dissemination & 
communication 
activities and 
provide a plan 
for its 
exploitation. 

To provide a 
Final 
Dissemination, 
Communication 
& Exploitation 
report for the 
RRING project.  

UCC will lead the 
writing of this report 
with partners 
supporting by 
providing/ clarifying 
information about 
their activities. 

To be 
provided in 
April 2021. 
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To facilitate the monitoring of WP2 tasks a schedule of tasks per month has also been constructed as 
shown in Table 7. 

Table 7 Dissemination and communication tasks by month 

Project 
Month 

Calendar 
month 

Tasks 

22 February 
2020 

Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, publish 
newsletter, monitoring of conference of attendance, glocal workshop 
organization 

23 March 
2020 

Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, monitoring of 
conference attendance, review contacts with relevant projects for 
cooperation opportunities, glocal workshop organization 

24 April 2020 Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, monitoring of 
conference attendance, glocal workshop organization, Gender Equality 
Committee meeting, begin defining strategies and preparing training 
materials to mobilise RRING knowledge base 

25 May 2020 Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, publish 
newsletter, monitor journal publication preparation, press release on global 
survey, monitoring of conference attendance, review contacts with relevant 
projects for cooperation opportunities, glocal workshop organization, 
define strategies and prepare training materials to mobilise RRING 
knowledge base 
Webinars on WP3/WP5 

26 June 2020 Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, monitoring of 
conference attendance, glocal workshop organization, webinars on 
WP3/WP5, define strategies and prepare training materials to mobilise 
RRING knowledge base 

27 July 2020 Website maintenance, monitoring of conference attendance, review 
contacts with relevant projects for cooperation opportunities, public forum 
and school visit organisation, Gender Equality Committee meeting, define 
strategies and prepare training materials to mobilise RRING knowledge base 

28 August 
2020 

Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, monitoring of 
conference attendance, public forum and school visit organisation, define 
strategies and prepare training materials to mobilise RRING knowledge base 

29 September 
2020 

Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, publish 
newsletter, prepare RRING Factsheets, monitoring of conference 
attendance, review contacts with relevant projects for cooperation 
opportunities, case-study workshop organization, public forum and school 
visit organisation, define strategies and prepare training materials to 
mobilise RRING knowledge base 

30 October 
2020 

Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, monitor journal 
publication preparation and hold webinar to review working publications,  
launch Community (press release and interview), monitoring of conference 
attendance, organize webinars on WP4, case-study workshop organization, 
public forum and school visit organisation, Gender Equality Committee 
meeting 

31 November 
2020 

Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, monitoring of 
conference attendance, review contacts with relevant projects for 
cooperation opportunities, case-study workshop, begin final conference 
organization, public forum and school visit organisation 
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Project 
Month 

Calendar 
month 

Tasks 

32 December 
2020 

Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, monitoring of 
conference attendance, case study workshop write-up, final conference 
organization, public forum and school visit organisation 

33 January 
2021 

Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, publish 
newsletter, monitoring of conference attendance, review contacts with 
relevant projects for cooperation opportunities, case study workshop report 
published, final conference organization, public forum and school visit 
organisation, Gender Equality Committee meeting 

34 February 
2021 

Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, monitoring of 
conference attendance, final conference organization, public forum and 
school visit organisation 

35 March 
2021 

Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, monitoring of 
conference attendance, monitor journal publication preparation, review 
contacts with relevant projects for cooperation opportunities, final 
conference organization, public forum and school visit organisation 

36 April 2021 Website maintenance, daily twitter activity as per schedule, publish 
newsletter, monitoring of conference attendance, final conference 
organization, prepare Final Dissemination, Communication and Exploitation 
report 
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