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About RRING 

The overall project aim is to bring Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) into the linked up global 
world to promote mutual learning and collaboration in RRI. This will be achieved by the formation of 
the global RRING community network and by the development and mobilisation of a global Open Access 
RRI knowledge base. RRING will align RRI to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a global 
common denominator. 
The RRING project acknowledges that each region of the world is advancing its own agenda on RRI. 
Therefore, RRING will not be producing a Global RRI framework or strategy that is meant to be enforced 
in a top-down manner. Rather, increased coherence and convergence will be achieved via a bottom-up 
approach, learning from best practices in RRI globally and from linkages, via the new RRING community, 
to develop the RRI linked-up world. 

 
Six Objectives of RRING 

 
Objective 1: Promote a linked up global world of RRI by creating the global RRING community network, 
thereby enabling  mutual learning,  collaboration, mobilisation  of RRI concepts. 
Objective 2: Mobilise, promote and disseminate a global open access knowledge base of RRI based on 
the State of the Art (SoA) and comparative analysis across the key geographies, all stakeholders and 
sectors. It will cover key platforms, spaces and players, role and influence of stakeholders, drivers and 
policies for R&I, regulation in public,private sectors and nation states and international organizations. 
Objective 3: Align RRI to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to provide a global common 
denominator for advancement of RRI, and address Grand Challenges  globally.  
Objective 4: Determine the competitive advantages of RRI and also understand how and where RRI is 
perceived as a barrier and/ or disadvantage. 
Objective 5: Create high level RRI strategy recommendations for the seven geographic zones, trial RRI 
best practice learning in 2 EU case studies. 
Objective 6: Promote inclusive engagement of civil society and researchers. 
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Executive Summary 

This detailed DMP is provided as an updated version from the initial DMP. Now that the data collection 
process has begun, this plan contains specific information about the types, formats and size of the data 
collected in the workpackages that have begun such data collection. It describes the sources of that data 
including the existing data that the project will draw on to ensure it builds on the current state of art as 
well as who is likely to use each of the datasets that will be shared by the project.  
 
A key aspect of the RRING project is the creation of a global open access knowledge database on 
Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI). Thus, it is important that the data from RRING is aligned 
with FAIR principles. In this context, the project has begun to consider the specific ways in which 
the project can improve the discoverability of data via metadata provision, how datasets will be 
made identifiable and searchable, the approach to versioning as well as the specific standards to 
which metadata will adhere. It has selected a FAIR compliant database (Zenodo) as a repository 
for the existing data that will be shared and has begun to consider issues such as interoperability 
and licensing to support re-use. In the meantime, it has also considered, the updating of the Go-
Spin database hosted by UNESCO for FAIR compliance due to its relevance to RRI aspects as a tool 
to promote effective governance of national STI systems through the exchange of best practices in the 
formulation and impact evaluation of STI policy instruments from all regions in the world.  
 
The allocation of resources for data management, and data security with a view to long-term 
preservation and curation are also discussed with reference to the specific secure internal data storage 
and sharing facility used by the project (MsTeams) as well as the data preservation attributes offered 
via the selected repository (Zenodo). In respect to the ethical and legal aspects the specific procedures 
that have been employed for gaining consent, anonymising data and controlling access to data are 
described for each of the relevant activities within RRING. This includes the implications of GDPR given 
that RRING will collected personal data on EU citizens in the context of its activities.  
 
 
 
 
This plan follows the guidelines1 on FAIR Data Management in Horizon 2020 and is subject to continuous 
updating while the project unfolds. It has also taken on board online training provided by the Consortium 
of European Social Science Data Archives in the form of the Data Management Expert Guide2. 
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1. DATA SUMMARY 

1.1 Data collection aims and relation to project objectives 
 
A key aspect of the RRING project is the creation of a global open access knowledge database on 
Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) (project objective 2). In order to be useful, this needs to be 
supported by State of the Art knowledge and thus, data collected by and/or used in the project will 
contribute towards the population of this knowledge base.  
 
Since RRING acknowledges that each region of the world is advancing its own agenda on RRI, it is 
important to note that the data collection will have a global scope, covering five world regions. Also, in 
order to be useful to all stakeholders involved in R&I (in line with project objective 6 to promote inclusive 
engagement of civil society and researchers), data relating to the different spheres in which these 
stakeholders operate will be included. For example, it will cover key platforms, spaces and players, the 
role and influence of stakeholders, drivers and policies for R&I, regulation in the public and private 
sectors, in nation states and international organizations (project objective 2). In this context, the data 
collection will help determine the competitive advantages of RRI and further understanding on how and 
where RRI is perceived as a barrier and/ or disadvantage (project objective 4).  
 
The understanding derived from the data will be used by the project to create high level RRI strategy 
recommendations for the seven geographic zones, trial RRI best practice learning in 2 EU case studies 
(project objective 5). The gathering of this data in the knowledge database will also support the overall 
project aim to promote global mutual learning and collaboration in RRI (project objective 1). Further, 
since The UN Sustainable Development Goals may provide a global common denominator for 
advancement of RRI and address Grand Challenges globally to which R&I can contribute to tackling, the 
data collection will also address the relationship between R&I and how the SDGs are viewed by the 
multiple actors involved in R&I (project objective 3). Finally, the data collection will also support the 
formation of the global RRING community network (project objective 1), since data on network models 
and theories will also be assembled and analysed. 
 

1.2 Types, formats and size of data generated/collected 
 
The data collected in the RRING project ranges from the review of relevant publicly available grey and 
white literature on RRI to the generation of original data related to the opinions and experiences of the 
stakeholders involved in R&I collected via interviews, surveys or through events organized by the project 
and attended by these stakeholders. Table 1 describes the types of data that have already been collected 
in the main data collection tasks the formats in which these data are currently stored and their size in 
megabytes. It should be noted that further data is expected to be added to this including reports from 
WP4 and 6 that will provide analysis based on data collected in WP3 and 5. It should also that when data 
generated (e.g. anonymized transcripts) is shared, the decision may be taken, for example, to convert the 
file to a different format, for example, from a doc file to a pdf, since this is a more openly readable format.  
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Table 1 Types, formats and expected size of current data generated/collected in RRING. 

Task Type of data Format 
Number 
of files 

Approximate 
total size for all 
files/MB 

3.2 Primary Desktop research on RRI List of sources xls 1 0.2 

3.2 Primary Desktop research on RRI Literature review 
report 

doc 1 0.1 

3.2 Primary Desktop research on RRI List of projects xls 1 0.4 

3.2 Primary Desktop research on RRI Individual project 
review 

doc/ 
pdf 

35 0.35 

3.2 Primary Desktop research on RRI Project review Doc 1 1.1 

3.2 Primary Desktop research on RRI Assessment of the 
quantity of GoSpin 
data 

xls 1 0.05 

T3.3. Survey in 5 geographies Survey data csv 1 20* 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Interview transcripts doc 114 12 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Interview recordings mp3 114 450 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Interview consent 
forms 

pdf 114 114 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Screen shots to identify 
interviewees 

doc 114 60 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Field notes xls 1 0.09 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Post interview survey pdf 1 1.5 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Post interview survey pdf 1 0.05 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Qualitative analysis 
code counting 

xls 1 0.5 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Kalpha analysis report doc 1 0.15 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Intercoder reliability 
analysis 

xls 1 0.16 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Qualitative analysis 
coding shell 

nvp 1 6.5 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 geographies Qualitative analysis 
codebook 

doc 1 0.1 

T3.4 Review the SGDs in the five 
Geographic zones 

Report doc 1 1 

T5.2. State of the Art of Competitive 
Advantage and barriers to RRI- 
macro and micro level 

Interview transcripts doc 9 0.27 

T5.2. State of the Art of Competitive 
Advantage and barriers to RRI- 
macro and micro level 

Literature sources xls 2 0.5 

T5.2. State of the Art of Competitive 
Advantage and barriers to RRI- 

Interview recordings mp3/ 
m4A/ 

8 230 
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Task Type of data Format 
Number 
of files 

Approximate 
total size for all 
files/MB 

macro and micro level mpeg 

T5.2. State of the Art of Competitive 
Advantage and barriers to RRI- 
macro and micro level 

Interview analysis nvp 1 15 

T5.3 Development of KPI indicators 
to promote competitive advantages 
of RRI 

Database of indicators doc 1 0.1 

T5.4. Field surveys on proposed 
competitive advantage KPI 
indicators 

Case study interview 
transcriptions 

doc 30 0.3 

T5.4. Field surveys on proposed 
competitive advantage KPI 
indicators 

Case study interview 
recordings 

mp3 32 
 

960 

T5.4. Field surveys on proposed 
competitive advantage KPI 
indicators 

Survey 
 

csv 1 0.2 

T5.4. Field surveys on proposed 
competitive advantage KPI 
indicators 

Survey data analysis nvp 1 32 

T7.1 SoA of Network Theory relevant to 
Research, Policy and Global community 
networks 

List of sources 
 

xls 1 0.1 

T7.1 SoA of Network Theory relevant to 
Research, Policy and Global community 
networks 

Report doc 1 1.5 

T7.2 SoA of RRI networks and identify 
the best of breed networks and 
platforms 

Report doc 1 0.1 

T7.2 SoA of RRI networks and identify 
the best of breed networks and 
platforms 

List of networks xls 1 0.1 

T7.2 SoA of RRI networks and identify 
the best of breed networks and 
platforms 

Interview 
transcriptions 

doc 8 1 

T7.2 SoA of RRI networks and identify 
the best of breed networks and 
platforms 

Interview recordings mp3 8 500 

T7.4 contact database 
 

List of contacts xls 1 10 

*Estimate, as not yet complete 
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1.3 Data sources 

 

The RRING project data consists of a mixture of existing data from a range of sources as well as original 
data generated by the project. This section aims to provide a summary of the origins of this data. More 
detailed information can be found in the methodological documents that accompany each task and, for 
externally shared data, such information will be accessible via embedding it in the datasets. For the 
datasets that re-use existing data, the types of sources used are clarified and for the datasets generated 
by the project, the context and types of stakeholders providing this data are described. These are provided 
in tabular format in Table 2. 
 
Table 2 Sources of data generated/collected in RRING. 

Task Sources 

3.2 Primary Desktop 
research on RRI 

This desk-top research draws on a broad range of complementary sources: 
a review of grey and white literature; a review of relevant projects; and an 
examination of relevant information located on the GoSpin database, 
hosted by UNESCO.  
In respect to the literature review, the reconnaissance of literature 
(grey/white) on RRI-like approaches, frameworks and initiatives around 
the world is meant as a qualitative probe what is out there. It does not 
focus on statistic validity nor completeness, since elucidating global RRI-
type parameters is the aim of this review, rather than being its departure 
point. Thus, in terms of the selection of the sources, partners contributing 
could choose which countries to select literature sources from, but were 
encouraged to choose sources referring to countries which were 
determined as key countries of interest to RRING, as concluded in its 
compromise approach document. The literature types included: scholarly 
literature and published reports, guidelines, policies, other grey literature, 
webpages, blogs, discussions, mailing lists, and other internet-based 
communication channels. Since RRI is a specifically European concept, 
such literature was identified using broad list of keywords that fits with the 
generic WP3-methodological approach that is based around the RRI-
dimensions and is duly recorded in the protocol document that describes 
the approach taken, (which will be provided along with the raw data for 
further re-use). 
For the project review, for Europe, we can build on a review of the most 
relevant RRI-projects of the past 4 years as well as projects in the 5 
geographies covered by the RRING project. 
For the GoSpin data sweep, documents related to the RRI pillars in GoSpin 
under STI policies, policy instruments, indicators, inclusive STI policies, 
research regulations, international STI cooperation organizations, digital 
library and its external STI databases were identified. 

T3.3. Survey in 5 
geographies 

R&I stakeholders from across the world using an uncontrolled sampling 
mechanism. This sampling mechanism used a combination of snowballing 
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Task Sources 

by addressing international networks (over 90), partner’s networks, and 
data scaping. 

T3.3. Interviews in 5 
geographies 

Interviewees were distributed by geography, distributed over 20 
countries, with 5 countries per region. The selection methodology used 
was based on high and low GERD, and high and low GDP. Gender (aiming 
for 50/50 male/female), spread across domains (ICT/digital; energy; 
waste; bio-economy), spread across 5 stakeholder types (1. research 
organisations, 2. research funding organisations, 3. industry, 4. civil 
society, and 5. policy bodies) as well as the RRI-like focus of interview 
participants’ work 

T3.4 Review the SGDs in 
the five Geographic zones 

This task draws on three sources: Voluntary National Reviews, which are 
submitted by Member States; conclusions from regional commissions, 
and the reports that consolidate progress data, namely the annual 
‘Sustainable Development Goals Reports’. 

T5.2. State of the Art of 
Competitive Advantage 
and barriers to RRI- macro 
and micro level 

These tasks draw on relevant literature from the Web of Science, country 
policies, and project outputs to provide a context regarding how RRI is 
perceived either as a competitive advantage or a barrier and RRI in a 
linked-up world. 
Task 5.4. also uses surveys and interviews. The survey employs a similar 
methodology to Task 3.3. For the interviews one expert case was selected 
in RRI and CA in each of the geographical areas. The target cases practice 
RRI or RRI-like practices (based on the definition provided above) and 
were selected on the basis of “best practices” in their geographical region. 
These best practices involve a) tackling a socio-ethical concern (global, 
regional or local) and b) engaging in at least some of the RRI-like activities 
in business as identified in the systematic review by Lubberink et al. 
(2017). 

T5.3 Development of KPI 
indicators to promote 
competitive advantages 
of RRI 

T5.4. Field surveys on 
proposed competitive 
advantage KPI indicators 

T7.1 SoA of Network Theory 
relevant to Research, Policy 
and Global community 
networks 

This task explored literature including academic articles, book chapters, 
review reports and project deliverables across different disciplines. 
Partners suggested literature according to the RRING project’s underlying 
heuristic (spread across stakeholder types, RRI key pillars and issue 
domains) as well as partners’ respective realm of knowledge with the aim 
to have representative coverage of: Global reports, National reports, 
Stakeholders types, the 5 pillars of RRI and the 4 domains (ICT; bio-
economy; waste management; energy). 

T7.2 SoA of RRI networks 
and identify the best of 
breed networks and 
platforms 

This task interviewed existing successful networks including: H2020 
networks, NGO networks, Policy networks, RPO networks, RFO networks, 
Research support networks, Virtual networks, Networks supported by 
Spinout companies or SMEs. 

T7.4 contact database 
 

This draws on partner’s contact networks, publically available data 
obtained from the internet, interest shown by individuals in participating 
in the RRI community. 
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1.4 Data re-use 

 

As can be seen from the sources described in section 1.3, RRING project has re-used existing data in a 
number of its tasks in order to ensure its activities build on current state of the art understanding, to 
provide the context for case studies as well as to provide new understanding, for example, via 
comparative analysis.  

 

Specifically, Task 3.2, Primary Desktop Research on RRI, relies on desk-top research as one of the key 
components to contribute to understanding the substantial differences between stakeholders in the 
various geographies from many aspects, including SDGs, culture, level of advancement and governance, 
among others. This re-use of data is well justified since it will provide new understanding from the 
comparative analysis, which has been proved in the past to be essential for furthering RRI cooperation 
between different regions. For example, previous RRI projects such as PROGRESS, found that trying to 
enforce a top-down RRI framework without understanding the geographical differences, ultimately 
hampered its progression. The broad range of sources selected for this activity, which has not previously 
been attempted on such a global scale also provides further justification for re-use, since it is likely to 
elucidate new understanding and also, itself, as a dataset, provides a new knowledge resource for future 
research. Within the project, its findings will contribute towards Deliverables 3.1-3.5, that describe the 
State of Art in RRI in the five geographical zones covered by the project.  

 

Task 3.4 draws on three sources: Voluntary National Reviews, which are submitted by Member States; 
conclusions from regional commissions, and the reports that consolidate progress data, namely the 
annual ‘Sustainable Development Goals Reports’ with the aim to facilitate an analysis of ‘prioritized’ SDG 
targets/RRI alignment via a conceptual mapping in a matrix, for each of the global regions. This will be 
used as a basis for work in WP6 relating to RRI and the SDGs.  

 

In Tasks 5.2, 5.3 and 5.4 relevant literature was used to provide a context regarding how RRI is perceived, 
i.e. whether as a competitive advantage or a barrier with the aim of establishing the “case for RRI” for 
different stakeholders.  

 

Task 7.1 draws on literature regarding a range of network types, structural features and development 
stages derived from a review of network theory literature with the aim to explore different approaches 
of network theory and combine them with the findings from empirical network practice in T7.2 order to 
derive recommendations for the RRING network model. Therefore, the re-use of this data has a specific 
practical purpose that is very focused on the formation of the RRING community. 
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1.5 Potential data users 

 

The data collected /generated in the RRING project has the potential to be useful for a wide range of external 

stakeholders involved in supporting the embedding of RRI in R&I as well as those researching this process. This 
section describes the most likely potential external users of each dataset or output. These are provided 
in tabular format in Table 3. The majority of the project’s outputs are aimed at either researchers or policy 
makers. Thus, the project’s choice of platforms for data sharing of Zenodo (well-known among 
researchers) and GoSpin (used by policy makers worldwide) are well aligned with these stakeholders and 
aimed at maximizing the potential for data re-use. 
 
Table 3 Potential users of RRING data. 

Task Most likely potential users 

Task 3.2 Primary Desktop research on RRI Main users: Researchers studying RRI 
 
Potential secondary users: Policy makers wanting to compare RRI 
policy instruments in different geographic regions (GoSpin 
mapping) 

Task 3.3 Survey and interviews in five 
geographies 

Main users: Researchers studying RRI/ SDGs 
 
Potential secondary users: Researchers interested in how other 
researchers consider this issue with a view to improving their own 
implementation of RRI in their research context 

Task 3.4 Review the SDGs in the five 
Geographic zones 

Main users: Policy makers monitoring SDGs, Researchers studying 
SDGs /RRI 

Task 3.5 State of Art Reports, emerging 
from each geography 

Main users: Researchers studying RRI/ SDGs 
Potential secondary users: Policy makers wanting to compare RRI 
policy instruments in different geographic regions 
RPOs seeking best practice examples for institutional change 
RFOs interested how funding bodies handle RRI in different regions 
CSOs interested examples of CSO engagement in R&I across the 
world 

T4.4 Glocal Workshops (D4.1 Report on RRI 
Best Practice and learning opportunities, 
incorporating findings from the Global 
workshops) 

Main users: workshop attendees (policy makers, RFOs, researchers, 
industry, CSOs), others who didn’t attend from these stakeholder 
groups, interested in learning about RRI best practice 

T4.5 Compare SDG performance in 5 
Geographies (D4.2 Global SDG and RRI 
comparative analysis and mutual learning 
opportunities report) 

Main users: Policy makers monitoring SDGs, Researchers studying 
SDGs /RRI 
 

T5.2. State of the Art of Competitive 
Advantage and barriers to RRI- macro and 
micro level 

Main users: researchers studying RRI 
 
Potential secondary users: Industry, policy makers supporting 
competitiveness 
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Task Most likely potential users 

T5.3 Development of KPI indicators to 
promote competitive advantages of RRI 

Main users: researchers studying RRI 
 
Potential secondary users: Industry, policy makers supporting 
competitiveness 

T5.4. Field surveys on proposed 
competitive advantage KPI indicators 

Main users: researchers studying RRI 
 
Potential secondary users: Industry, policy makers supporting 
competitiveness 

T5.5. Recommendations Report on 
methodology to leverage RRI competitive 
advantages and reduce negative 
perception for stakeholders" 

Main users: Industry, policy makers supporting competitiveness 

T6.1 Align RRI to advance the UN SDGs 
(D6.1 Report on Alignment of RRI to 
advance the UN SDGs) 

Main users: policy makers 
 

T6.2 Devise a set of high-level strategies, 
tailored to 5 geographic areas (D6.2 High 
level Strategies for each of the 5 
Geographic regions on how to advance RRI 
and SDGs) 

Main users: policy makers 
 

T6.3 Develop RRI strategies and roadmaps 
for 2 EU countries to assist those countries 
in advancing (D6.3 Results of workshop on 
RRI strategies and roadmaps for 2 selected 
EU countries 

Main users: policy makers 
 
Potential secondary users: R&I stakeholders from the 2 EU 
countries concerned 
 

T6.4. Recommendations on how to 
improve MORRI indicators, enabling 
improved benchmarking European RRI 
initiatives (D6.4 Recommendations report 
on improvements to MORRI indicators for 
European RRI initiative) 

Main users: policy makers 
 

T7.1 SoA of Network Theory relevant to 
Research, Policy and Global community 
networks 

Main users: policy makers interested in how the global network was 
formed 

T7.2 SoA of RRI networks and identify the 
best of breed networks and platforms 

Main users: policy makers interested in how the global network was 
formed 

T7.3. Create the RRING network model and 
Implement Plan to the requirement of RRI 
in the linked up global world 

Main users: policy makers interested in how the global network was 
formed 
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2. FAIR DATA 

2.1. Making data findable, including provisions for metadata 
 
Discoverability 
Open access to scientific publications resulting from RRING will be promoted in accordance with 
Regulation (EU) No 1290/2013. Moreover, RRING partners have agreed to provide gold open access to 
all scientific publications through pure Open Access Journal whenever possible in a manner that the 
articles are immediately provided in open access by the scientific publishers. 
 
With respect to associated data, in determining the measures to make its shared data discoverable, 
RRING has considered the following aspects: 

 Open Access, 

 User friendliness for stakeholders, 

 Ease of population with data, 

 Support for various file types, 

 Management issues: during project and post project. 
 
In the section of a FAIR compliant repository, options, among which Github, self-hosting, Figshare and 
Zenodo, were considered. The conclusion was that Zenodo offers features that better fit RRING, for 
example, its communities allow external data submissions, entries can hold multiple files (e.g. report and 
source data) and it integrates to the EC Participant portal. Also, data is stored at CERN, a reliable and 
experienced institution regarding large data storage. Further, from the perspective of metadata 
provision, editing the metadata can be done easily and every version has its own DOI, which allows clear 
citation and versioning.  
 
Therefore, RRING proposes to establish a Community Manager to create and curate the RRING Zenodo 
Community. Logically this should be the data controller, UCC. It will maintain the Community page and 
accept/reject entry submissions according to RRING standards. Partners responsible for datasets to be 
shared will create a single account for their institution. 
 
The discoverability will also be supported by RRING’s dissemination and communication strategy (as 
described in D2.1 and 2.2). Further, partners are also encouraged to promote the discoverability by 
making data available in other locations available to them as their resources allow (e.g. by depositing in 
alternative repositories supported by their institutions).  
 
Furthermore, to aid discoverability as well as re-usability, RRING will ensure that project-level and the 
specific data-level documentation are discoverable from each dataset.  
 

Identifiability 
Zenodo makes use of Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) and thus, all the documents shared by RRING will 
be uniquely and clearly identifiable in this way and will facilitate its citation.  
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Naming conventions 
In order to facilitate the identification of RRING research data a consistent naming structure and folder 
structure is proposed. This will also support clarity in versioning (data authenticity). For this, the elements 
proposed to be included are: 

 Project name, 

 Short description of content for easy identification, (maximum 40 characters, includes deliverable 
number if relevant or task number as well as reference to the type of data), 

 Version number, 

 Publication date (date format should be YYYYMMDD). 
 
Examples:  

 RRING_ D3.2_SoA Latin America and the Caribbean report_v1_20200228 

 RRING_Task3.3_MW09 Anonymised interview transcript_v1_20200131 
 
Keyword search approach 
For each dataset, it is proposed that the responsible beneficiary should indicate a set of selected 
keywords aiming to maximise findability. For example, for the interviews, descriptors in the interview 
transcript will use common keywords and data-level descriptions (i.e. for all the transcripts) with tailored 
ones added according to interview contexts (e.g. country, domain, stakeholder type). 
 
Versioning  
As a result of tasks such as data cleaning and updating several different versions of each dataset are likely 
to be produced. Thus, RRING data management guidelines propose the following regarding version 
control: 

 Identifying different versions of files using a systematic naming convention (see naming 
conventions above), which also includes the date,  

 Using version control facilities within the software used. 
 
Zenodo and findability 
According to Zenodo, their repository addresses findability as follows: 
 

 
 
 
 



16 

D1.4_Data Management Plan_20191219  

 

Metadata standards 
Since RRING has selected Zenodo for its externally shared data, its metadata is compliant with DataCite's 
Metadata Schema. Thus, in order to achieve a metadata rich description, it is proposed that at least the 
Mandatory (M) properties and Recommended (R) should be included, but also as many of the relevant 
Optional (O) properties as possible too e.g. those relating to the size, format, version or rights. 
 

2.2. Making data openly accessible 

RRING has identified the main data collected during the RRING project in Table 1. It aims to make 
available, not only the synthesized analysis of this data in the form of deliverables, but also where 
relevant to include raw data collected. An exception to this, will be data containing personal data that 
would contravene legal and ethical aspects (see section 5), in particular that related to GDPR and consent 
provided by individuals relating to their participation in project activities. In this case, the data will be 
provided in anonymized format or as in the case of Task 7.4 excluded from open access because it consists 
entirely of personal data. Table 4 describes the specific tasks to which this relates in RRING and the 
implications for data sharing.  
 
Table 4 RRING data restrictions on open access  

Task Data provision restrictions 

T3.2 Primary Desktop research on RRI Any copyright restrictions will be adhered to in the re-
distribution of existing data from sources used. 

T3.3. Survey and interviews in five 
geographies 

Anonymised data relating to the survey and 
interviews (e.g. anonymized transcripts). 

T5.2. State of the Art of Competitive 
Advantage and barriers to RRI- macro and 
micro level 

Any copyright restrictions will be adhered to in the re-
distribution of existing data from sources used. 
Anonymised data relating to the interviews (e.g. 
anonymized transcripts). 

T5.3 Development of KPI indicators to 
promote competitive advantages of RRI 

Any copyright restrictions will be adhered to in the re-
distribution of existing data from sources used. 

T5.4. Field surveys on proposed competitive 
advantage KPI indicators 

Anonymised data relating to the survey will be 
provided and copyright restrictions will be adhered to 
in the redistribution of the existing data from sources 
used for the case study contexts. 

T7.1 SoA of Network Theory relevant to 
Research, Policy and Global community 
networks 

Any copyright restrictions will be adhered to in the re-
distribution of existing data from sources used. 

T7.2 SoA of RRI networks and identify the best 
of breed networks and platforms 

Anonymised data relating to the interviews (e.g. 
anonymized transcripts). 

T7.4. Identify RRING network leaders, key 
players & platforms and panel of experts 

This task collects personal data for which GPDR 
legislation prevents further sharing, and thus this data 
will be excluded from open access.  

 

 

https://schema.datacite.org/
https://schema.datacite.org/
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Zenodo and accessibility  
As described in section 2.1 the RRING project will make its data available via various means, with Zenodo 
currently selected as the main open access repository for the project. Regarding its means to promote 
accessibility Zenodo states the following: 
 

 
 
Software requirements 
To promote the widest access and re-use of the data generated, it is proposed that RRING data shared 
externally, such as that to be deposited on Zenodo, will make use of the open forms such as pdf, csv, etc. 
where feasible. Otherwise, common widely available formats will be used (e.g. MS Word (.doc/.docx), 
MS Excel (.xls/.xlsx). 
 

2.3. Making data interoperable 

As mentioned in section 2.1, interoperability will be promoted by RRING via compliance with the 
metadata standard DataCite's Metadata Schema.  
 
Beyond ensuring that metadata are as full and rich as possible, RRING proposes to promote 
interoperability by opting to use Zenodo since this repository states that it promotes interoperability in 
the follow ways: 
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2.4. Increase data re-use (through clarifying licences) 

Licences 
To promote re-use of RRING’s data, it is proposed that when data is uploaded to Zenodo, partners should 
choose a license which, makes data available to the widest audience possible and makes the widest range 
of uses possible. Thus, it is proposed that RRING partners opt for the Creative Commons CC0 licence for 
the vast majority of RRING data to be shared, since this places no restrictions on re-use by third parties. 
The only exception to this could be cases where copyright already exists, and permission of the copyright 
holder does not allow for this (applicable only for RRING tasks re-using existing data). 
 
Availability for re-use 
Once the appropriate data preparation has been accomplished, it is proposed that the upload of 
documents will begin. UCC will manage this process with the creators of each dataset with all raw data 
to be uploaded during the project. No embargo period will apply. It is proposed that synthesized data 
such as project deliverables will uploaded once accepted by the EC.  
 
Data quality assurance 
Within RRING, data quality assurance is being addressed at the level of the respective tasks, as well as 
being integrated in overall data management.  
 
At the task level examples of specific approaches according to different types of data handling activities 
may be encountered. Also, each task has a specific protocol associated with it that takes into account the 
context within the WP as well as the dependent workpackages, which helps to ensure data quality via a 
consistent approach to the work across contributors.  
 
With regard to specific approaches, online surveys were selected, for example, not only due to the need 
to reach a wide geographic scope, but also because data transfer processes are automated, there is no 
need for manual data entry following collection.  
 
For the interviews, attention was paid to high-quality recordings, since these are the basis for future 
transcription activities. In respect to transcription, WP5 and 7 opted for professional transcription 
services to maximise quality, while for WP3 the quality assurance process included providing detailed 
guidelines for this process and also dedicating a considerable amount of time to checking all the reporting 
submissions (as part of what was stated in the guidelines). WP3 also ran a webinar for those providing 
this service and were on hand to answer queries. They asked for data to be uploaded regularly so that 
they could check the guidelines were being followed before it was too late.  
 
The protocols for data processing for both surveys and interviews in RRING include specific guidelines for 
coding to ensure consistency between coders.  
 
Task 3.2 literature review employed excel data management skills with validation used in Excel where 
possible to avoid data entry errors. 
 
 
As a rule, RRING deliverables will also be reviewed prior to submission by others in RRING consortium via 
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the implementation of the Scientific Review Committee.  
 
At the overall data management level, a data management audit may be cited as an activity to assess and 
promote data quality, including for example, the examination of data completeness and checking that 
the guidelines for other data quality assurance facilitating activities such as those associated with 
consistent file naming and versioning are being adhered to.  
 
Zenodo and re-usability 
Regarding aspects of Zenodo that promote re-use, Zenodo states the following: 
 

 
 
Re-use period 
While the possibility for data re-use will exist for many years to come (Zenodo is expected to be 
operational for at least the next 20 years), the datasets are probably of most interest for those interested 
examining best practice and the State of Art, and as identified already for the RRING knowledge base, for 
mutual learning and collaboration. Thus, in respect to this use, it would be expected that they will be of 
most value in the immediate few years after the project ends. Information about the methodological 
elements can be expected to have a longer re-user interest since these could be employed to gain insight 
in to how the RRI is being embedded in R&I in the future, with also the possibility for historical 
comparison, given that the original dataset will remain available.  
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3. Allocation of resources 

Responsibilities for data management 
UCC will act as the data controller for the RRING project and oversee the handling of RRING research 
data. In this context, it will:  

 Propose and agree with the RRING partners on the way RRING will handle, organise, and structure 
its research data throughout the research process, 

 Make RRING partners aware of proposed and agreed aspects related to RRING research data in 
the Data Management Plan, 

 Promote RRING partner capacity building in respect to data management, by alerting partners to 
available training on this aspect, 

 Carry out audits of the project’s data management practices, data completeness and integrity to 
ensure that the stored data has not been corrupted and that agreed procedures are followed.  

The leaders of the task(s) generating each dataset are responsible for the correct implementation of the 
provisions in the DMP. 
 

Costs of making data FAIR 
Within the costs of making data FAIR, the RRING project has considered the different stages of the data 
collection, documentation, storing, access and preservation process in its initial budget and methodology 
with the aim of reducing these costs by efficient data management planning. For example, with respect 
to data collection costs the following aspects were considered to help reduce the costs: 

 To make use of existing datasets (no extra costs for buying data), 

 To collect the data at an appropriate granularity level and pilot activities to check results will 
provide sufficient detail for data processing, 

 To plan the format and data organisation beforehand by developing templates and data entry 
forms for individual data files, 

 To develop procedures, templates and guidance for transcribers or making use of commercial 
services to transcribe audio (transcriptions included in estimated costs of subcontracting), 

 To embed consent for data sharing is as part of standard consent procedures.  
 

Likewise, concerning data documentation costs, the following plans were made to help reduce costs: 

 To carry out data description as part of data creation, data input or data transcription, 

 To create documentation for the data that describes the context and methodology of how data 
was gathered, created, processed and quality controlled. 
 

In the same way, for secure data storage the project will make use of existing institutional facilities (under 
indirect costs) in order not incur additional costs.  
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Further, in regard to data preservation and sharing costs, the RRING project the following relevant 
aspects are mentioned: 

 Anonymisation is foreseen in conjunction with allocated transcription costs (budgeted in 
subcontracting), 

 RRING has selected a free repository (Zenodo) for data sharing and preservation for re-use 
according to the FAIR principles and allocated a further subcontracting cost for adapting the 
GoSpin database to RRING project as a means to make the results of the project more visible, 

 Data clearning is anticipated as part of data entry and preparation. 
 
Costs and potential value of long term preservation 
RRING places a high value on the long-term preservation of its data. This is embedded in its overall aim to 
bring RRI into the linked up global world to promote mutual learning and collaboration in RRI since, mutual 
learning is based on knowledge sharing. Thus, a key aspect of the RRING project is the creation of a global 
open access knowledge database on Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) (project objective 2). For 
these reasons, RRING has planned several means of ensuring that the data gathered during the project is 
preserved and, that as much as possible (without contravening ethical & legal aspects related to personal 
data sharing), it is available for re-use.  
 
Specifically, RRING will meet the 10 year requirement in the UCC Code of Research Conduct in respect to 
long-term preservation of data. Since the preservation of all project data (including personal data not 
made available for open access) will be secured through MsTeams used by the coordinating institution, 
no additional costs are foreseen for preservation, once the data is made available by the project. Also, 
RRING partners have also selected the free open access repository Zenodo for long-term preservation of 
shared open access data (thus it will be available for at least the next 20 years). Further, UNESCO is 
adapting GoSpin according to RRING project needs. The project has foreseen some costs for this in its 
subcontracting budget and UNESCO is prepared also to supplement these costs, since it believes that the 
planned updates to GoSpin will have wider benefits beyond the dissemination of RRING data.  
 
In addition, RRING has allocated the associated costs with open access publications in the budget to 
the main authors (academic and research partners), ensuring an access to the publications to a wider 
audience.  
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4. Data security 

RRING practices are based on the UCC Research Data Management Policy2 as well as the UCC Data 
Protection Policy3 and will follow any reviews of those as part of UCC’s 2017/2018 GDPR efforts. Details 

of the UCC policy on research data storage can be found in section 8 of the Code of Research Conduct 
4.  
 
Secure storage and transfer of sensitive data 

The storage of data reflects its sensitivity and appropriate levels of storage security will be established 
and maintained by the project. This includes strict protocols for the protection from unauthorised access 
of all physical and electronic locations where the data is stored. In this context, the following 
recommendations are made to RRING partners regarding different types of data storage: 
 
MsTeams: This is the elected internal long-term storage facility for RRING project data. All project data 
should be deposited in this data storage and sharing facility. Teams has been selected since it enforces 
team-wide and organization-wide two-factor authentication, single sign-on through Active Directory, and 
encryption of data in transit and at rest. Files are stored in SharePoint and are backed by SharePoint 
encryption. It is also suitable for collaborative projects, such as RRING involving many people who need 
access to data and files, particularly due to its integration with the widely used Microsoft Office 365. 
Access can be restricted to the level of the individual and the software allows supports good version 
control practices as well as helping to prevent the unauthorised modification of files or loss of information, 
thereby preserving data authenticity. 
 
Cloud storage: This can be used for granting shared, remote and easy access to data and other files to all 
involved in the project, but should not be used for unencrypted (sensitive) personal data, nor should it be 
the only storage and backup solution for the data in question. 
 
Portable devices: These should only be used for temporary, short-term storage for non-sensitive data, 
e.g. to transport data when online transmission is not possible. Such devices need to be secured with 
strong password protection and use for long-term storage or master copies should be avoided. 
 
Local storage: This is not suitable for a collaborative project such as RRING that requires extensive data 
sharing. If any data is stored locally temporarily, the computer should only be accessible via a password 
and ideally should have hard drive encryption. Furthermore, careful attention needs to be paid to 
versioning and data back-up needs to be in place to ensure that data and related files can be restored in 
case of loss or damage. 
 
Data recovery 
While the elected project data storage facility, MsTeams, itself includes provision for back-up, as data 
controller, UCC maintains a master copy of the RRING project data, which itself is protected by the UCC 
institutional back-up strategy. Thus, data is backed up in different locations and the process is 
automated to reduce the risk of human errors. Further, Zenodo, the external data sharing repository 
selected by the project for long-term open access also has provisions for data replication at different 
locations.  
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Security measures 
The RRING partners are advised to institute the following procedures regarding data security: 

 Project data should only be stored in facilities for which password access is required and steps 
should be taken to ensure that the password is strong, and is stored or transmitted securely so 
it cannot be stolen, 

 Data encryption is favoured for personal data, 
 Security measures to block any unwanted access to rooms and buildings or computers and 

networks where data are held should be considered, 
 Secure disposal of confidential data (e.g. via secure erasing software) should also be 

implemented. 
 
Long-term preservation and curation of data 
RRING will meet the 10 year requirement in the UCC Code of Research Conduct. For internal purposes, 
this will be secured through MsTeams. For external open access data, this will be secured via Zenodo 
and, additionally, GoSpin (upon FAIR data compliance).  
 
As the data controller, in order to promote data security and long-term preservation, UCC will make 
RRING partners aware of the contents of this Data Management Plan including its guidelines for data 
security. It will regularly carry out audits of the project’s data management practices, data completeness 
and integrity to ensure that the stored data has not been corrupted and that guidelines are being 
adhered to. 
 

Zenodo 
Zenodo makes the following statements that are relevant to data security and long-term preservation: 
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5. Ethical aspects 

RRING employs a combination of gaining consent, anonymising data and controlling access to data to 
provide for the ethical and legal sharing of data.  
 

RRING currently applies for ethical approval via UCC’s Social Research Ethics Committee where all ethical 
issued are being addressed (as part of WP 8). These are described in D8.1: Procedures and criteria that 
will be used to identify/recruit research participants. Informed consent procedures. 
 
As the data controller, UCC will supervise the data collection and sharing process to ensure that ethical 
and legal aspects are properly adhered to. 
 

GDPR and informed consent 
In regard to legal aspects, the European General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is particularly 
relevant to data collection and storage. In force since 25 May 2018, it applies to the collection of personal 
data on EU citizens, which is relevant to the data collection activities within RRING that address 
individuals, namely, the surveys and interviews to be carried out in the context of WP3, 5 and 7 as well 
as the storage of contact information of those who wish to being informed about the project activities 
(e.g. receive its newsletters) or are interested in membership of its global community. This legislation 
requires that researchers document consent if consent is the legal basis for processing personal data, 
which is the case for RRING. RRING will comply with this requirement by implementing a written consent 
procedure. Further, GDPR requires that access to data is restricted to those that need access to it and is 
duly protected. Thus, as mentioned in section 4, Data security, all data are stored in the project’s secure 
internal repository MsTeams, which is GDPR compliant.  
 
In the context of the data collection activities conducted in WP3, 5 and 7, as part of the consent 
procedures, an information sheet is provided to participants with the background information which is 
necessary to make an informed decision about whether to take part (see Annex 7 for the specific forms 
used by each activity). In this context, to comply with GDPR and in line with good practice for informed 
consent, we have ensured that participants are informed about: 

 The legal basis for data collection (in this case consent),  

 The purpose of the research in RRING and what is involved in participating (including the 
benefits and risks), 

 That RRING is funded by the EU’s H2020 Research and Innovation Programme, 

 What will be done with the data (i.e. that the data will be used, stored, processed and 
transferred) in order to safeguard their anonymity and confidentiality,  

 Who they can contact regarding data protection, their rights regarding withdrawal, and that this 
data will only be used for the purposes described. 

 
Further actions that RRING has taken to comply with GDPR include ensuring that: 

 Personal data is limited to what is necessary for the specific research activities, 

 Accuracy is checked through verification of recorded information by the individual concerned 
when collected, 

 Personal data is only kept in a form that permits identification of data subjects within the secure 
internal data sharing facility (MsTeams) to enable verification for data processing. 
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For RRING, UCC is appointed as the data controller with agreement for data access to be extended to and 
restricted to RRING partners. For example, subcontracted entities providing interviews for WP3 used a 
separate data transfer channel to provide data to MsTeams, which meant that they were not able to 
access all the project data, in keeping with the consent provided by interview participants. 
 
RRING surveys use GDPR compliant software. For example, WP3 used Qualia Analytics and WP5 used 
Qualtrics, which only processes collected survey data in the EU for EU-based surveys.  
 
In line with good practice, where relevant RRING employs a granular consent process in which 
participants are provided with options regarding their consent to data sharing. The consent forms allow 
for participants to opt in or opt out of data sharing (e.g. to be quoted anonymously or not, or to provide 
their contact details for further communication about project activities), whilst also protecting their 
confidentiality as desired. Furthermore, in order to make sure that participants have full understanding 
of what they are consenting to, where relevant (e.g. in the context of the WP3 global survey), the consent 
form has been translated into the participant’s preferred language. 
 
In respect to interviews, potential participants were initially contacted by the email and the information 
sheet and consent form was attached to this email. In the email, it was explained that the consent form 
would need to be signed and returned to before conducting the interviews. Further, before starting the 
interviews questions, interviewees were asked whether there were any problems with the information 
sheet and consent form, whether they had copies of each and whether they had signed duplicates for 
their own records. They were also reassured verbally that anything they said would be anonymized 
before being shared publicly and confirmation was also sought that the participant was happy to continue 
with the interview. Participants were also reminded about the anonymity at the end of their interview. 
 
Anonymisation 
Anonymisation within RRING has considered both direct identifiers such as the participant’s name or 
organization of affiliation that specifically identifies them as well as indirect identifiers, in which the 
presentation of various pieces of information together could allow an individual’s identity to be revealed.  
 
Quantitative data: The surveys in WP3 and 5 collect data that can be quantified. Anonymization is 
ensured by removing or aggregating variables or reducing the precision or detailed textual meaning of a 
variable. For example, aggregating the demographic data aimed at better understanding respondents’ 
backgrounds and presenting results at a geographic reference level that does not allow the identification 
of individual respondents (e.g. by country).  
 
Qualitative data: For the qualitative data, in respect to the interviews in WP5 and 7, professional 
transcription services have been employed. These provide fully anonymized versions of the interview 
transcript using a systematic and consistent means of identifying replacements in text clearly, for 
example with [brackets] or using tags. For WP3, clear instructions were provided about the means to 
anonymise the transcripts as follows with interviewees also given the option to use professional 
transcription services: remove the name of the participant, as well as names of places, companies, etc.; 
replace these with codes. E.g. Instead of Mr Sam Smith, the name of the participant, write Mr Br1 (Br 
stands for country, if Brazil in this example, and 1 for the first interview you conduct in that country). 
Each of these steps must be saved in a separate file, clearly labelled. 
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Copyright 
RRING will make use of existing data in WP3, 5 and 7. Copyright aspects will be verified for each source 
and when necessary, permission sought from the owner of the original data prior to upload to the 
external repository.  
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7. Annexes 

This section sets out the information provided to participants in order to gain their consent to participate 
for the relevant surveys and interviews conducted in the context of RRING WP3, 5 and 7 as described in 
section 5 (Ethical Aspects) of this Data Management Plan. 
 

7.1. Consent form WP3 survey 

 

 

Informed Consent 

 

This survey is intended for people working in research and innovation around the world. This study is part 

of the EU-funded ‘Responsible Research and Innovation Networking Globally’ (RRING) project, which is 

exploring how good practices are established in different research and innovation contexts across the 

world (rring.eu). RRING is a research collaboration involving institutions from several countries, including 

UNESCO, University College Cork and many others.  

  

Participation in this survey 

 

You have been invited to participate in this survey because we want to hear your perspective on research 

and innovation. By participating in this survey, you will be contributing to development of an international 

approach to enhancing research and innovation policy and practice that reflects the realities of your 

context. 

  

As a small token of appreciation for your time, all participants will be entered into a prize draw for a 

free iPad mini and five €50 [approx. $56 US dollars] shopping vouchers. 

  

How much time is needed to participate? 

 

This survey should take you about 30-45 minutes to complete. You will first be asked a set of demographic 

questions aimed at better understanding your background. You will then be asked to report on the extent 
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to which you agree with and participate in various behaviors related to research and innovation. The 

survey concludes by asking for your views on the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

  

What happens to the information you provide? 

 

Please be assured that your responses will be kept completely confidential, and the information you 

provide will only be used for research purposes. Your identity will never be made public, and the data you 

provide will never be shared with a third party for commercial use. 

Your participation in this research is voluntary. You have the right to withdraw at any point during the 

survey, for any reason, and without any prejudice. Further, you have the right to skip any question, for 

any reason. 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 

program under grant agreement No 788503. 

  

Agreement to Participate 

 

Please read the following statements below:  

 I confirm I am 18 years of age or older. 
 I understand that my responses to the following survey will be securely and confidentially stored 

and used for research purposes. 
 I understand the information I provide about myself is confidential. My identity will not be 

disclosed for commercial use by a third party or made public without my explicit consent. 
 I understand that my participation is voluntary, and I can withdraw at any time. 
 At the end of this survey, I will be given the opportunity to provide personally identifiable 

information to RRING (i.e., name and contact information). By doing so, I understand I can 
revoke my consent at any time and have all information I supplied deleted. Further, I understand 
that if I do not provide this information, there will be no means by which to identify my 
responses. 

 I agree I have received adequate information about my participation in this research and 
understand what will happen to the information I provide. 

Please indicate whether you understand the information provided above, agree with the statements 

above, and are willing to participate in this evaluation:  
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Yes, I understand, agree, and am willing to participate in this survey. 

Are you willing to participate in the prize draw? 

 

Yes 

 

No 

  

This research is being coordinated on behalf of the Responsible Research and Innovation Networking Globally 

using the digital platform and support provided by Qualia Analytics (qualiaanalytics.org), a data processor 

registered with UK's Information Commissioners Office (ICO) and fully compliant with the EU General Data 

Protection Regulation (GDPR). You may view the privacy policy here. 

 

  

https://www.qualiaanalytics.org/
https://www.qualiaanalytics.org/mp/policy/privacy/
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7.2. Consent form WP3 interviews 

Participant Information Sheet 

1. Why are we doing this study? 

 

This study is part of the EU-funded ‘Responsible Research and Innovation Networking Globally’ (RRING) 

project, which seeks to explore how good research practices are established in different research and innovation 

contexts across the world.  

 

The study, in which we invite you to take part, aims to get insights into: key policies and drivers; governance and 

regulation frameworks; key platforms spaces, networks and players; and roles and interactions of the key 

stakeholders. We are also specifically interested in professionals working in the digital (ICT), energy, bio-

economy and waste management fields.   

 

2. Who are we? 

 

The Global Sustainability Institute at Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, UK, is coordinating this study within 

RRING. This is in collaboration with partners and subcontractors from several countries including, among 

others, EU member states, US, South Africa, India and Japan. 

 

3. Why are we asking you to take part? 

 

You have been invited because we want to hear your perspective on research and innovation. Your work has a 

direct connection to at least one of the key domains we are investigating (digital/ICT; energy; bio-economy; waste 

management), and thus you are in the position to provide valuable insights into the way research and innovation 

are being pursued in your country and relevant domain. By participating in this survey, you will be contributing 

to the formation of an international approach on research and innovation, which reflects the realities of your 

context (geographic, social, economic, etc.). You are under no obligation to take part in the research and 

declining to take part will have no influence on future engagements with any of the partners in the RRING 

project. 

 

4. What does being interviewed involve? 

 

Participation is entirely voluntary. We will invite you to take part in an approximately 60 minute interview 

pursuing in more detail the research and innovation issues investigated in a previous global survey. More 

specifically, the interview will involve an informal conversation on the context in which the respondent conducts 

research/innovation and it will involve policies and drivers, governance and regulation frameworks, key 

platforms, spaces, networks and players, roles and interactions of stakeholders. The interviews will be audio 

recorded and/or notes taken during it. 

 

5. How will your data be used? 

 

The results of these interviews will feed into several RRING deliverables and at least one peer-reviewed 

academic paper, all of which will be made freely available online. We would like to assure you that when 

presenting the results of these interviews outside of the project, quotes translated in English might be shown, but 
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we will ensure that the resulting data cannot be attributed to a specific respondent (unless you specifically express 

a desire to promote your project/company/institution).  

 

You have the option to withdraw before the interview commences (even if you have agreed to participate) or to 

discontinue participation after data collection has started. You may do so within two weeks of participation and 

ask to have your data destroyed. If you wish to do so, please contact (email address of the interviewer). 

 

Data will be held securely by the core research team at Anglia Ruskin University and will only be fully shared 

with other researchers in the RRING project (and anonymized before it is shared outside of the RRING 

project). All survey data will be treated according to the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Your 

personal information is available only to RRING researchers. On completion of the project, the full dataset will 

be retained at ARU for maximum two years following the completion of the project (i.e. until 30 April 2023) and 

then destroyed. Anonymised data will be published in accordance with European Commission open data 

policies. 

 

6. How to contact us? 

 

If you have any questions regarding this study please contact monica.racovita@anglia.ac.uk. If you have inquiries 

regarding the overall project, please contact rring.eu@gmail.com. For further information on the project, you can 

find details on www.rring.eu.   

 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 

programme under grant agreement No 788503.   

mailto:monica.racovita@anglia.ac.uk
mailto:rring.eu@gmail.com
http://www.rring.eu/
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RRING state-of-the-art global interviews on research & innovation activities 

 

CONSENT FORM 

 I am 18 years old or over. 

 I agree to take part in the interview.  I have read the information sheet and I understand what my role will be. 

I understand I am free to ask further questions at any time. 

 I understand that I am free to withdraw my data within two weeks of the interview, without giving a reason, by 

contacting the interviewer. 

 I understand what will happen to the data collected from me for the research. 

 I have been provided with a copy of this information sheet and consent form. 

 I understand the interview will be recorded and that anonymised quotes may be used in RRING materials. 

 I agree to the RRING consortium processing personal data that I have supplied. I agree to the processing of 

such data for any purposes connected with RRING, as outlined to me. I understand my data may be shared 

with RRING partners, some of whom are based outside the EU, but all of whom are contractually bound to 

abide by EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) law. I understand personal data will be held for a 

maximum of 2 years post-project (i.e. up to 30 April 2023), after which time it will be destroyed.  

 

Please also confirm with your interviewer whether (only one option needs to be ticked to proceed, and you can change 

your option within two weeks): 

 you are happy to be named in the general acknowledgements of the state-of-the art RRING report(s) (not 

associated with individual responses and quotes); or, 

 you would rather remain completely confidential, with your company name not mentioned anywhere. 

 

ONLY FOR INDUSTRY PARTICIPANTS: In addition, as part of the same study, our colleagues within RRING 

would like to ask you a few questions about competitive advantage and its link to innovation: 

 I agree to be contacted for an additional interview focused on responsible research and innovation and its link 

to competitive advantage. 

 

Please fill in: 

1. The country you are officially based in for work is …………............................ 

 

2. Which other countries, if any, does your work also regularly focus 

on………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….?  

3. Your nationality is ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4. Your organization could be classified as being a (please select, one or more) 

 Research organization 

 Research funder  
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 Industry  

 Civil society organization 

 Policymaking body 

 

5. The domain(s) that your work fits within is (are) (please select, one or more) 

 Energy 

 Waste  

 Bio-economy  

 ICT/digital 

 

6. Your job title in your organization is 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

7. Your gender (please select) 

 male;  

 female;  

 other;  

 rather not say. 

 

Signed by participant: _______________________________  Date: _____________ 

 

Signed by interviewer: _______________________________  Date: _____________ 

 

Interview reference no. (to be completed by interviewer): _____ 

 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 

programme under grant agreement No 788503  
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7.3. Consent form WP5 survey 

 

 

 

This study is part of the EU-funded ‘Responsible Research and Innovation Networking Globally’ 

(RRING) project, which seeks to explore how good research practices are established in different 

research and innovation contexts across the world (rring.eu). You have been invited to participate in this 

survey because we want to hear your perspective on research and innovation, which reflects the realities 

of your context.  

  

The survey should take about 10-15 minutes to complete. Please be assured that your responses will be 

kept completely confidential, and the information you provide will only be used for research purposes. 

Your identity will never be made public, and the data you provide will never be shared with a third party 

for commercial use. 

  

Your participation in this research is voluntary. You have the right to withdraw at any point during the 

survey, for any reason, and without any prejudice. Further, you have the right to skip any question, for 

any reason.  

  

As a small token of appreciation for your time, all participants who wish so will be entered into a prize draw 
for a free iPad mini.  
  

If you have any questions regarding this study, please contact edurne.inigo@wur.nl. If you have inquiries regarding the overall project, please contact 

rring.eu@gmail.com.This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant 

agreement No 788503. 

Informed agreement 
 

Please read the following statements below, and tick the box below if you are willing to proceed with the 

survey: 

 

 I confirm I am 18 years of age or older. 

 I understand that my responses to the following survey will be securely and confidentially stored 

and used for research purposes.I understand the information I provide about myself is 

confidential. My identity will not be disclosed for commercial use by a third party or made public 

without my explicit consent. 

 I understand that my participation is voluntary, and I can withdraw at any time.At the end of this 

survey, I will be given the opportunity to provide personally identifiable information to RRING 
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(i.e., name and contact information). By doing so, I understand I can revoke my consent at any 

time and have all information I supplied deleted. Further, I understand that if I do not provide this 

information, there will be no means by which to identify my responses. 

 I agree I have received adequate information about my participation in this research and 

understand what will happen to the information I provide.Please indicate whether you understand 

the information provided above, agree with the statements above, and are willing to participate in 

this evaluation: 

 Yes, I understand, agree, and am willing to participate in this survey. 
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7.4. Consent form WP5 interviews 

 

 

 

Verbal information provided about the project (recorded) 

We are an international consortium of researchers and institutions funded by the European Commission to 

understand what Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) is in different world regions.   

 

Behind the idea of responsible research and innovation lies the idea that business and research institutions work 

with different social actors to develop and market new products, services, processes or business models that 

respond to social, environmental and ethical challenges. In this part of the project, we deal with how these socially-

inclusive innovation activities are related to competitive advantage, that is, the ability to position businesses to 

survive and / or thrive in the market.  

 

In order to understand this relationship better, we are interviewing experts in different world regions to know more 

about existing innovation practices that consider this collaborative approach with social, environmental or ethical 

objectives in different parts of the world, how they may contribute to positioning the firm in the market and the 

possible obstacles that engaging with social actors and including social values may pose for companies that 

participate in research and innovation.  

 

Consent form 

 

I………………………………………agree to participate in RRING’s research study. 

 

The purpose and nature of the study has been explained to me in writing. 

 

I am participating voluntarily. 

 

I give permission for my interview with [name] to be audio-recorded. 
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I understand that I can withdraw from the study, without repercussions, at any time, whether before it starts or 

while I am participating. 

 

I understand that I can withdraw permission to use the data within two weeks of the interview, in which case the 

material will be deleted. 

 

I understand that anonymity will be ensured in the write-up by disguising my identity. 

 

I ensure the confidentially of the group (if I participate in a focus group). 

 

I understand that disguised extracts from my interview may be quoted in any subsequent publications if I give 

permission below: 

 

(Please tick one box:) 

I agree to quotation/publication of extracts from my interview    

I do not agree to quotation/publication of extracts from my interview   

 

Signed:  …………………………………….   Date: ……………….. 

PRINT NAME:  …………………………………….  
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7.5. Consent form WP7 interviews 

 
 

 

INFORMATION SHEET RRING Project (for contact database) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose of the Study.  The overall project aim is to bring Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) into the linked 

up global world to promote mutual learning and collaboration in RRI. This will be achieved 

by the formation of the global RRING community network and by the development and 

mobilisation of a global Open Access RRI knowledge base. RRING will align RRI to the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a global common denominator. 

 

What will the study involve? The study will involve a state of the art (SOA) review by key RI geographic groupings 

and territories of RRI (WP 3), followed by a comparative analysis of SoA with the goals: global RRI convergence 

opportunities, limitations and strategies (WP 4). We’ll perform a qualitative and quantitative analysis of RRI impacts 
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for the key stakeholders by geography to develop RRI as an advantage competitively and otherwise (WP5). We’ll 

create a framework and strategy to ensure maximum impact of global RRI adoption and convergence (WP6) and 

finally we aim to establish a perpetual global RRI network: This will consist of recognised leaders and experts in RRI 

who will act as RRI elders (WP7). The project started in May 2018 and will last 36 months. 

 

Why have you been asked to take part? You have been asked because we consider you an expert for your network. 

In our research, we want to learn from your experiences with your network.  

 

Do you have to take part? No, participation is voluntary. If you agree to participate, please sign the consent form. 

You may keep this information sheet and can get a copy of the consent form. You have the option to withdraw 

before the study commences (even if you have agreed to participate) or to discontinue after data collection has 

started.  

However, this right to withdraw is limited; for example, once a paper has been published or a thesis submitted, 

withdrawal is impossible. Where the data have been gathered anonymously (e.g. through online survey), the 

withdrawal of consent is only possible up to the point at which the data are submitted. Where data are identifiable 

(e.g. from interviews yielding qualitative data), you may withdraw within two weeks of participation and ask to 

have your data destroyed. 

 

Will your participation in the study be kept confidential? The aim of RRING is to create a global RRI network. Please 

note your contact information will be added to the RRING database and might be used to send you newsletters and 

updates; invites to events; future surveys and interviews; and we ask you to allow us to pass on your contact details 

to future RRI related projects. 



40 

D1.4_Data Management Plan_20191219  

 

 

When you take part in surveys, interviews or focus groups we ensure anonymity. When conducting online surveys, 

we will use the option not to gather IP addresses (available on e.g. limesurvey.org). However, it might be possible 

that those online portals do keep records. 

 

What will happen to the information which you give? The data will be kept confidential according to UCC’s Code 

of Research Conduct and be stored at UCC Research DataStore. Personal data information is available only to RRING 

researchers involved in this data collection. To support data re-use, anonymized raw data will be made available 

through online repositories. On completion of the project, the data will be retained at UCC for minimum of a further 

ten years and then destroyed. 

 

What will happen to the results? The results may be published in a research journal, a book, our website 

(www.rring.eu) and/or our planned database and other online portals and repositories. However, any published 

results will be anonymized. 

 

What are the possible disadvantages of taking part? We don’t envisage any negative consequences for you in 

taking part.  

 

What if there is a problem? You will be provided with the details of the responsible RRING partner or you can 

contact rring.eu@gmail.com if you have any questions regarding the research. 

 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/media/research/researchatucc/documents/UCC-CodeofResearchConductV2.111thApril2017.pdf
https://www.ucc.ie/en/media/research/researchatucc/documents/UCC-CodeofResearchConductV2.111thApril2017.pdf
https://www.ucc.ie/en/it/services/datastore/
http://www.rring.eu/
mailto:rring.eu@gmail.com
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Who has reviewed this study? Approval must be given by the Social Research Ethics Committee of UCC, and 

(possibly) from the partner’s ethical review bodies before studies like this can take place.  

 

Any further queries?  If you need any further information, you can find contact details on 

Website: www.rring.eu 

Email: rring.eu@gmail.com 

Twitter: @RRING_PROJECT 

 

If you agree to take part in the study, please sign the consent form overleaf.  

 

http://www.rring.eu/
mailto:rring.eu@gmail.com
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CONSENT FORM 

 

I have read the participation information sheet. The purpose and nature of the study has been 

explained to me in writing. I am participating voluntarily. 

I understand that I can withdraw from the study, without repercussions, at any time, whether before it starts or 

while I am participating. I can also withdraw my consent to any of the actions listed below at any time by sending 

an email to rring.eu@gmail.com. 

I understand that anonymity will be ensured in the write-up by disguising my identity. 

 

By signing below, I am consenting to (please tick): 

 Being contacted via Email by a RRING researcher. 

 Participating in the RRING research project. 

 Receiving quarterly newsletters about the RRING project via Email 

 Contributing to RRING’s communication campaign 

If you tick this box, you agree to possibly receive invites to public forum events in your region and invites to 

webinars on RRI related topics. We are happy if you would engage with us via Twitter (@RRING_PROJECT). 

 Receiving invites to participate in LinkedIn discussions 

RRING aims to discuss RRI topics that spur dialogue, create new relationships and overall produce a 

sustainable interest to implement RRI practices. 

 Receiving an invite to the workpackage (WP) 3 virtual workshops for my geographic area on RRI. 

RRING will organise 5 virtual workshops focussing on RRI in EU/N-America, S-America, Africa, Asia and the 

MENA region. 

 Receiving an invite to a WP4 glocal forums in 2019.  

RRING will organise four forums in four different locations around the globe with workshops and focus groups 

to gain a better understanding of local RRI approaches. 

 Being a possible candidate for WPs 3&5 surveys and interviews 

 Receiving a possible request for State of the Art information on RRI for my geographic area or 

stakeholder sector for WPs 3,5,7. 

 Receiving an invite to be part of the future RRING community network. 
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The project’s goal is to create a global RRING community network. This is a dynamic process and 

outcome. Your interest and support can help to form this network and let it strive post project phase.  

For Industry and Research performing organisations 

 receiving a possible invite to participate in case studies in WP3 and WP5. 

 

 my contact details being added to the RRING contact database. 

If you agree to be added to the contact database, other RRI projects and stakeholders who will join our future network can 

find and possibly contact you.  

 

 my contact details being made available to future RRI related projects. 

Often, when EU funded projects end, the network which was established disperses and valuable knowledge is lost. If you 

tick this box you agree that we can pass your contacts details on to other RRI related projects. 

 

Signed:  …………………………………….   Date: ……………….. 

 

PRINT NAME:  …………………………………….  Email: ………………  

 


