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About RRING 
The overall project aim is to bring RRI into the linked up global world to promote mutual learning and 

collaboration in RRI. This will be achieved by the formation of the global RRING community network 

and by the development and mobilisation of a global Open Access RRI knowledge base. RRING will 

align RRI to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a global common denominator. 

The RRING project acknowledges that each region of the world is advancing its own agenda on RRI. 

Therefore, RRING will not be producing a Global RRI framework or strategy that is meant to be 

enforced in a top-down manner. Rather, increased coherence and convergence will be achieved via a 

bottom-up approach, learning from best practices in RRI globally and from linkages, via the new RRING 

community, to develop the RRI linked-up world. 

 

Six Objectives of RRING 

 

Objective 1: Promote a linked up global world of RRI by creating the global RRING community network, 

thereby enabling mutual learning, collaboration, mobilisation of RRI concepts. 

Objective 2: Mobilise, promote and disseminate a global open access knowledge base of RRI based on 

the State of the Art (SoA) and comparative analysis across the key geographies, all stakeholders and 

sectors. It will cover key platforms, spaces and players, role and influence of stakeholders, drivers and 

policies for R&I, regulation in public,private sectors and nation states and international organizations. 

Objective 3: Align RRI to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to provide a global common 

denominator for advancement of RRI, and address Grand Challenges globally. 

Objective 4: Determine the competitive advantages of RRI and also understand how and where RRI is 

perceived as a barrier and/ or disadvantage. 

Objective 5: Create high level RRI strategy recommendations for the seven geographic zones, trial RRI 

best practice learning in 2 EU case studies. 

Objective 6: Promote inclusive engagement of civil society and researchers. 
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Executive Summary 
 

RRING as developed procedures and criteria that will be used to identify/recruit research 

participants. We have developed informed consent procedures that will be implemented for the 

participation of humans. In addition, RRING will seek for ethical approval from UCC.  
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1 Ethical requirements 
1.1 Procedures and criteria to identify/recruit research participants 

The participants will be selected on the basis of their participation in RRI related projects. All 

participants will be over 18 years old, and in terms of gender, the selection will be balanced. 

Permission will be asked to use the information they provide while securing their anonymity; however, 

due to the nature of the workpackages no sensitive data will be collected.  

We are currently creating a contact database. The contacts are provided by RRING partners. Criteria 

are  

- Participant is a member of one of our stakeholder groups: Research Performing Organisations 

(RPO), Research Funding Organisations (RFO), Industry, Civil Society, Policy, Non 

Governmental Organisations (NGOs), researchers and grassroot societies 

- Participant is an expert in one of the four domains: Bio-Economy, Waste Management, ICT, 

Energy 

- Primary knowledge area: policy drivers, frameworks and actors 

- Primary knowledge area in European RRI: Ethics, Gender, Public engagement, Sustainable 

Research, Environmentally friendly research 

- Expert in SDGs 

- Expert in diversity: intercultural relations 

The possible participants will be approached by phone or Email by RRING. RRING will supply sufficient 

information about the project and asks the informed contact to sign a consent form. If the person 

agrees to participate he/she will be contacted for interview and/or surveys by the respective partner.  

UCC, as the leading partner organisation demands ethical approval for the RRING project and the 

project coordinator is currently collecting relevant information from the partners to soon submit the 

application. Other partners who will conduct the interviews/surveys are also partly required to apply 

seperatly for ethical approval at their institution. This way, RRING aims to comply with ethical 

standards in social research. 

 

1.2 Informed consent procedures 
We will obtain informed consent by email or in person (interviews) through an information sheet and 

consent form. Please refer to the annexes. 

 

1.3 Additional information 

Vulnerable individuals/groups will not be involved on the research. 

Copies of opinions/approvals by ethics committees and/or competent authorities for the research 

with humans (regional/national ethics board approval from South Africa), if requested by applicable 

law, will be kept on file by participant SAASTA. 
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Additional information on the selection procedures of research participants can be found in the 

stakeholder selection and consultation guidelines (RRING_D1.5_Stakeholder selection and 

consultation guidelines_20180829). 

 

2. Compliance with EU rules on transfer of personal data to non 

EU 
2.1 Confirmation on compliance with EU rules on transfer of personal data to non EU: 

 it complies with national and EU legislation regarding transfer of personal data to non-EU 

country or international organisation, together with the necessary authorisations. 

 follows the ethics requirements for third countries, are rigorously applies and follows the 

ethical standards and guidelines of Horizon2020, regardless of the country in which the 

research survey is carried out. 

 that it keeps all record on GDPR compliant files. 

2.2 Personal data transferred from/to a non-EU country or international organisation: 
 country,  

 nationality,  

 organization type,  

 domain,  

 gender,  

 contact details (name and email). 

2.3 Ethical aspects of data management for third countries 
Section 5 of the RRING data amanagement Plan covers the Ethics of data gathered and used in the 

project. The following are the headings covered in the plan. 

 GDPR and informed consent 

 Anonymisation 

 Quantitative data: The surveys in WP3 and 5 collect data that can be quantified. 

Anonymization is ensured by removing or aggregating variables or reducing the precision or 

detailed textual meaning of a variable. For example, aggregating the demographic data 

aimed at better understanding respondents’ backgrounds and presenting results at a 

geographic reference level that does not allow the identification of individual respondents 

(e.g. by country).  

 Qualitative data: For the qualitative data, in respect to the interviews in WP5 and 7, 

professional transcription services have been employed. These provide fully anonymized 

versions of the interview transcript using a systematic and consistent means of identifying 

replacements in text clearly, for example with [brackets] or using tags. For WP3, clear 

instructions were provided about the means to anonymise the transcripts as follows with 

interviewees also given the option to use professional transcription services: remove the 

name of the participant, as well as names of places, companies, etc.; replace these with 

codes. E.g. Instead of Mr Sam Smith, the name of the participant, write Mr Br1 (Br stands for 
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country, if Brazil in this example, and 1 for the first interview you conduct in that country). 

Each of these steps must be saved in a separate file, clearly labelled. 

 

2.4. Data security for third countries 
Section 4 of the Data manangement plan covers data security. The following headings are in the plan 

 Secure storage and transfer of sensitive data 

 Use of MS Teams 

 Cloud Storage 

 Use of Portable devices:  

 Local storage:  

 Data recovery 

 Security measures 

 Long-term preservation and curation of data 
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3. Annexes: Sample information sheet and consent form 
 

Based on a Template from UCC’s Social Research Ethics Committee (SREC) 

 

 

 

The outline provided below is intended as a general model for our partners how the information sheet 

should look. At a minimum, such a sheet must provide participants with details regarding the voluntary 

nature of participation, the right to withdraw (including time limits), confidentiality and anonymity, 

the nature and duration of data storage (in secure form, and for at least ten years), and whether there 

is potential for harm arising from participation. 

 

3.1 Information Sheet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose of the Study.  The overall project aim is to bring Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) 

into the linked up global world to promote mutual learning and collaboration in RRI. This will be 

achieved by the formation of the global RRING community network and by the development and 
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mobilisation of a global Open Access RRI knowledge base. RRING will align RRI to the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) as a global common denominator. 

 

What will the study involve? The study will involve a state of the art (SOA) review by key RI geographic 

groupings and territories of RRI (WP 3), followed by a comparative analysis of SoA with the goals: 

global RRI convergence opportunities, limitations and strategies (WP 4). We’ll perform a qualitative 

and quantitative analysis of RRI impacts for the key stakeholders by geography to develop RRI as an 

advantage competitively and otherwise (WP5). We’ll create a framework and strategy to ensure 

maximum impact of global RRI adoption and convergence (WP6) and finally we aim to establish a 

perpetual global RRI network: This will consist of recognised leaders and experts in RRI who will act as 

RRI elders (WP7). The project started in May 2018 and will last 36 months. 

 

Why have you been asked to take part? You have been asked because we consider you a relevant RRI 

stakeholder and deemed you suitable to provide data for our research.  

 

Do you have to take part? No, participation is voluntary. If you agree to participate, please sign the 

consent form. You may keep this information sheet and can get a copy of the consent form. You have 

the option to withdraw before the study commences (even if you have agreed to participate) or to 

discontinue after data collection has started.  

However, this right to withdraw is limited; for example, once a paper has been published or a thesis 

submitted, withdrawal is impossible. Where the data have been gathered anonymously (e.g. through 

online survey), the withdrawal of consent is only possible up to the point at which the data are 

submitted. Where data are identifiable (e.g. from interviews yielding qualitative data), you may 

withdraw within two weeks of participation and ask to have your data destroyed. 

 

Will your participation in the study be kept confidential? We ensure anonymity when you take part 

in surveys, interviews or focus groups. For these events, a consent form and the data will be kept 

separately. We will use coded ID i.e. the respective consent form will be marked e.g. A1, and any 

information that will be kept on the data, will use the A1 code thereafter (instead of the name). This 

way, your name does not appear on a dataset. 

When conducting online surveys, we will use the option not to gather IP addresses (available on e.g. 

limesurvey.org). However, it might be possible that those online portals do keep records. 

 

What will happen to the information which you give? The data will be kept confidential according to 

UCC’s Code of Research Conduct and be stored at UCC Research DataStore. Laptops we use during 

interviews are encrypted and kept secure at all times.  The data will be on password-protected files. 

Hardcopies are kept in a strongbox or safe, the consent form and the data will be stored separately to 

avoid putting your anonymity at risk. Personal data information is available only to RRING researchers 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/media/research/researchatucc/documents/UCC-CodeofResearchConductV2.111thApril2017.pdf
https://www.ucc.ie/en/it/services/datastore/
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involved in this data collection. To support data re-use, anonymized raw data will be made available 

through online repositories. On completion of the project, the data will be retained at UCC for 

minimum of a further ten years and then destroyed. 

 

What will happen to the results? The results may be published in a research journal, a book, our 

website (www.rring.eu) and/or our planned database and other online portals and repositories. 

However, any published results will be anonymized. 

 

What are the possible disadvantages of taking part? We don’t envisage any negative consequences 

for you in taking part. If you, however, may feel distressed during or after the questioning, please refer 

to the next section. 

What if there is a problem? Either you or we will stop the interview if you show symptoms of distress. 

We will ask you if you want to proceed with the interview after a short break or if you want to stop 

and/or need any further assistance from a third party. 

 

Who has reviewed this study? Approval must be given by the Social Research Ethics Committee of 

UCC, and (possibly) from the partner’s ethical review bodies before studies like this can take place.  

What will you be asked to participate in? RRING has two basic questions that we hope you will tick 

approval: 

1. Permission for RRING to contact them via email. 

2. Permission that the contacts allows their contact details to be made available to future 

projects 

RRING will also like to ask if you would be willing to be a participant in one, or some, or all of the 

foloowig RRING activities: 

 Receive quarterly newsletter 

 Contribute to Twitter 

 Receive invites to participate in LinkedIn discussion 

 Receive invites to the WP3 virtual forum for their geographic area on RRI. 

 Receive invites to the WP4 Global forum next year 

 Possible candidate for Workpackage (WP) 3&5 surveys and interviews 

 Possible request for State of the Art information on RRI for their geographic area or 

stakeholder sector for WP3,5,7 

 For Industry and Research performing organisations, receive possible invite to participate 

in case studies in WP3 and WP5 

 Receive invite to be part of the future RRING community network 

 

Any further queries?  If you need any further information, you can contact me: [Name, mobile 

number, email address of the respective partner. It is also advisable to use a dedicated mobile phone 

number for this purpose, as distinct from your personal mobile]. 

http://www.rring.eu/
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www.rring.eu 

Project Lead Coordinator: 

Dr. Gordon Dalton 

MaREI ERI, UCC 

Haulbowline Rd, Ringaskiddy,  

County Cork, Ireland P43 C573 

Work: 353 (0)21 4864369 

Email: g.dalton@ucc.ie 

 

If you agree to take part in the study, please sign the consent form overleaf. 

http://www.rring.eu/
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3.2. Consent Form 
 

I………………………………………agree to participate in RRING’s 

research study. 

The purpose and nature of the study has been explained to me in writing. 

I am participating voluntarily. 

I give permission for my interview with [name] to be audio-recorded. 

I understand that I can withdraw from the study, without repercussions, at any time, whether before 

it starts or while I am participating. 

I understand that I can withdraw permission to use the data within two weeks of the interview, in 

which case the material will be deleted. 

I understand that anonymity will be ensured in the write-up by disguising my identity. 

I ensure the confidentially of the group (if I participate in a focus group). 

I understand that disguised extracts from my interview may be quoted in any subsequent publications 

if I give permission below: 

(Please tick one box:) 

I agree to quotation/publication of extracts from my interview   

I do not agree to quotation/publication of extracts from my interview  

 

 

 

Signed:  …………………………………….   Date: ……………….. 

PRINT NAME:  …………………………………….  


